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FORGED COINS. 


ALTHOUGH the taste for gathering rare and ancient coins was long 
prevalent among savants and antiquaries, it was not until the beginning of 
the sixteenth century that true collections were really formed. Numismatics 
then became a science, the number of whose students has steadily increased 
until they are now found among all classes of people. The liking for the 
) study has, with many, grown into a passion. At the period referred to, so 
‘ great became the demand for these beautiful relics, yet so limited was the 
/* means of acquiring them, that skillful engravers soon found that fortunes were 

to be made by clever counterfeits, and their dies and struck-coins became all 


but perfect imitations of the originals. 


Some Italians in Smyrna, early in the sixteenth century, seem to have 

been the first to engage in this business, and so much skill did they bring to 

| bear on their work, that even to this day their counterfeits are sold as genuine 
coins. Specimens of their forgeries are very numerous. The next to follow 
in this dishonest occupation were members of a family at Padua. The name 
“ Paduans ” was given to them, and the same term is still applied to designate 
their clever productions, which are principally imitations of the scarcer coins 


of the Roman Emperors. 


Not to dwell too long on the list of these forgers, I will pass to the 
master of them all, one Becker, who lived in Germany at the beginning of this 
century. He was a man of high cultivation, a savant and an artist, who 
began by collecting coins from a love of science. Being of dissipated habits, 
however, and lacking the means to indulge them, he fell back upon his skill 
as an engraver, and cut several hundred dies, from which he struck thousands 
of coins, which were really admirable imitations of the genuine ones, and in 
the purest of metal. To give them an antique appearance, he used to place 
them in a box under his carriage, among old rusty nails and other rubbish. 
He carried them with him in this way on numerous excursions, and the, 
rubbing and tumbling which they thus received by contact with the rusty nails, 
produced the worn and ancient look so much desired. He facetiously called 
these journeys the “ Promenade of the Ancients.” At the present time there 
are many forgers, the most of them to be found in Italy and Greece, but none 
of them have attained the audacious perfection of their predecessors named. 
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Having shown how the forgeries of ancient coins originated, let me 
proceed to explain how they may be detected. In this country, where there 
is no public collection of ancient coins, the study of Numismatics presents 
unusual difficulties : for books are unsatisfactory as guides to the detection of 
counterfeits, and the longest theories are of little or no service to those who 
need to fortify them by practical experience. 


Cast Corns.—The forgeries most frequently met with are those made by 
simply taking a mould of each side of an antique coin, and then casting gold, 
silver or copper in the mould. ‘These imitations, which are usually of a coarse 
character, are made everywhere, but are carried to various historic places and 
there buried, where Cook's excursionists or other travelers find them, on 
excavating a few feet under the surface. The joyful discoverers, after having 
well rewarded their guide for his happy direction, bring back the invaluable 
treasures in triumph to their own country. 

If the reader will bear in mind that, with the exception of a few heavy 
coins of the time of the early kings of Rome, all antique coins were * struck,” 
and were besides of an exact and uniform weight, he will see how easy it is 
to detect the modern ‘casts,’ which have not the weight of the genuine 
compressed coin ; thus, if the eye should not at once perceive that the metal 
is not pressed, an examination of the specific gravity of the coin will soon 
show whether the metal is cast or struck. Electrotypes are also made from 
antique coins, but these are the poorest of the imitations, and are easily 
detected at the edge, where the joining of the two plates is distinctly seen. 


Fase Dies.—Of course, the surest way to recognize a false die is to 
have made a special study of the history of such forgeries; as thus only are 
you enabled to say at once, on seeing a coin, that it was made at this or that 
period, and by so-and-so. In this country, however, such thorough study is 
at present impossible. The only safety, therefore, lies in studying the 
distinctive features of antique art. This can be done with comparative ease, 
and with such success, that by simply knowing the date of a coin, you may at 
once declare the style of art which should be impressed upon it. The fine 
arts of a given period bear the unmistakable stamp which characterizes the 
art work of that period, as well in its prime as in its decadence. Let us 
endeavor to trace the characteristics of art in its three great periods, namely, 
Antique, Renaissance, and Modern. We will take as an illustration the well- 
known subject of Hercules killing the Nemean lion. 


CHARACTERISTICS.—AIl action depicted by the Greeks and Romans will be 
found to exhibit a supreme calmness; every figure gives the sign of perfect 
life, not to be disturbed by any action which the figures represented are 
supposed to do. Jupiter is calm, like the master of the gods that he is ; he is 
at rest, but how easy to see that, with all his repose, he can exterminate in his 
anger. Hercules is strangling the ferocious lion, but he is sure to accomplish 
his task ; not a muscle is subjected to excessive strain; the man is certainly 
built for his work. 

In the Renaissance the contrast will prove strongly marked. Hercules 
will be found struggling hard with the beast, and obliged to call in aid all the 
resources of his muscular body; the effort will be perceptible in the play of 
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his exaggerated biceps, and though he will kill the lion, to be sure, yet it is 
clear to any one that he must experience great fatigue from the exertion. 

In Modern art, with but few exceptions, the demi-god is perfect in the 
beautiful lines of his body; no fault could be found with the anatomy. The 
lion, too, is a splendid animal ; you can count every hair in his mane. But— 
but what do they seem to be doing? No one can tell. Hercules appears to 
be in the act of having his portrait taken, or perhaps he is quietly shaking a 
fur, after the manner of our servants who every morning pretend to shake the 
carpets, but without the least idea that they must shake out the dust. 

I have endeavored to show in this little digression, that one has a right 
to find on an antique coin great calmness combined with perfect vitality ; 
whereas the copyists of other periods will invariably infuse some of their own 

og art. The cinque-cento copyists, for example, will stamp very restive figures 

on the coin, while the moderns will insert a well preserved dead body. An- 

other mark of the copyist’s work will be seen in the stiffness of the drawing ; 

for, while the Greek or Roman artist followed his own will, working with 

| perfect freedom, the others only ¢mfate at best, and therefore labor under a 
S| restraint that is quite apparent in a work of art. 

Another way to determine the genuineness of a coin is to study the 
appearance of the block of metal on which the impression has been placed. 
In all countries and at various periods the ways of preparing the metal before 

= it was struck were very different, according to time and locality; so that, 
without knowing how it was done, one can be sure of the result he ought to 
find. Thus the name of a given coin should convey at once an idea of how 
the field and the edge of the coin must appear. It will at once be apparent 
how easily a counterfeit may be detected when it is known that forgers use 
but one kind of metal block for all their coins. This part of the investigation 
is important, for, without looking at the representations impressed on antique 
coins, a fair classification of them can be obtained by merely studying the 


edges. 
Finally, although it is true that in Numismatics, as in other sciences, some 
1 persons are gifted with an intuition that gives them a great advantage over 
: others, it is equally certain that there are many palpable ways of ascertaining 
~*~ beyond doubt the genuineness of ancient coins. Having shown the danger 


of purchasing coins while traveling, | will add that it is not much safer to 
acquire them at auction at home. Catalogues are generally made by persons 
who have not sufficient knowledge to be experts, and the specimens are sold 
without any guarantee whatever. 

In a sale which took place in New York at the beginning of March in 
the year 1879, there was a large collection of coins, the catalogue numbering 
some 3.000 specimens. To give an idea of the accuracy of the descriptions, 
I will select a few numbers as an example : 


No. 765. Coin of Nero. Reverse: Temple of Janus. Very good and historical. 
It was a poor modern cast. 


No. 1005. Faustina Senior. Reverse: Female standing. Strictly uncirculated and beau- 
tiful impression, One of the gems of the collection. 


It was an electrotype in copper taken from an ancient gold coin, and it 
was not worth anything. 
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No. 1086. Titiana, wife of Pertinax. Draped bust to right, braided hair. TITIANH. 
CEBACTH. Reverse: Female with hasta and ears of corn to left. L.A. in field (A. D. 192) 
Alexandria Mint, covered with a dark patina. Very good, of the highest degree of rarity. G. B 

Note. —This coin was formerly the gem of Sir Edmund Temple’s collection, and was valued 
at £30 sterling. 

It was a piece of antique metal, on which a modern hand had engraved 
a fanciful type. 

No. 1258. Aemilianus. Reverse: Hope. Very fine, very rare. 

A common coin, on which the name of Aemilianus had been added. 

No. 1530. Ha/rta. Head of Mercury, front face, large A on either side. Reverse: A 
shield. Fine patination. Very fine. Rare. 

A modern Italian forgery. 

No. 2094. Locri Opuntii, Zocris. Head of Ceres to left crowned with wheat, with neck- 
lace and earrings. Rev: Ajax with sword and shield advancing to right. Bunch of grapes in 
field. OMIONTIQIN. Tridrachm. (Weight 200 gr.) Very beautiful and very rare. 

("Particular attention is called to this coin. The workmanship is superb. It is of 
exceeding rarity and should be appreciated. 


A Sixteenth Century forgery. 

No. 2167. Myrrhina, Aeolts, Laureated head of Apollo to right. Rev: Female to right. 
MT PINAI[.IN. Good. Rare. Cop. Size 9. 

A modern casting. 

No. 2175. Naxos, Sicily. Tetradrachm. Head of a Bacchante to right, with wreath of 


ivy. Rev: Silenus seated on a wine-skin in front of a vine, holding cantharus in his right hand 
and a wine-bag in his left. A superb and valuable coin. Size 7. 


Modern casting from a forgery ; thus doubly false. 
No. 2322. Samos, Jonia. Mask of a lion. Rev: Forepart of a bull to right. In the 


field a branch of laurel, 2 A. A. above. HFHEIANA. Fine, but poorly struck. Rare. 
Tetradrachm. Size 7. 


A modern cast. 

No. 2359. Smyrna. Turreted head of Cybele to right. Rev: 2 TPAKOZIOQN. in four 
lines, with oak wreath. Very broad. Tetradrachm. Good. Extremely rare. Size 9. 

Modern cast. 


And many others too numerous to describe. 

I believe that this shows conclusively that collectors ought to demand a 
written assurance as to the authenticity of the coins they purchase, and that 
the genuineness of all coins sold in auction as genuine, ought to be guaranteed 
by the persons who sign the catalogue as experts, as is done in Paris at such 
ioen. GASTON L. FEUARDENT. 

The above article originally appeared in the Art Amateur, for June, 1879. It is reprinted 
here by permission, and at the request of some of our subscribers. Its value to collectors of 
Ancient Coins needs no comment from us. It appeared almost simultaneously with an excellent 
paper by Mr. S. K. Harzfeld, read before the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Philadelphia, 
on Falsifications of Ancient Coins, and gives evidence that we are fortunate in having not merely 
honorable men among dealers, but experts, who will not allow misrepresentations to pass 
unrebuked. 





An interesting discovery has been made at Nassenfuss, in Styria. Ata depth of a foot and a 
half under the soil of a field attached to an ancient farm, a boy found a vase, in and around 
which were 5000 gold, silver and copper coins, bearing the effigies of Severus, Gallienus, Flavius, 
Claudius, Marcus, Annius, Aurelius and Probus, 


























AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. 


MASONIC MEDALS. 


(Concluded. } 


CCCCXVI. Obverse, On a platform approached by three steps, between 
two pillars surmounted with globes, is an altar; on its face the square and 
compasses enclosed in a wreath, and in front of which on the pavement is an 
ashlar, a square, gavel, trowel, and level; behind the altar are two youths, 
grasping each other's right hand, and the one on the left placing his arm on 
his comrade’s shoulder. Outside the pillars on the left is a globe, and on the 
right a skull, from which spring three sprigs of acacia. Between the pillars, 
above, on a ribbon, ZUR WAHREN EINTRACHT [Of True Union.] In exergue, 
small, LEssER F. Reverse, Inscription in ten lines, L. 1#HRIGE | IUBELFEIER 
DER ©) ZUR | WAHREN EINTRACHT | GESTIFTET AM XIV IULI | MDCCLXXXVIII | VOM 
BR: V: HERDA — | GEFEIERT DEN XIV. IULI | MDCCCXXXIII UNTER DEM MST. | 
V: ST: BR. KREBS U: DEP : MST. | BR: HONNICKE.— [The fiftieth jubilee festival 
of the Lodge of True Unity founded on the 14th of July, 1788, by Bro. Von 
Herda.— Celebrated, July 14, 1833,* under its presiding Master, Bro. Krebs, 
and Deputy Master Bro. Honnicke.| Iron. Size 28. 

CCCCXVII. Obverse, On an oval tablet, a cubic stone on a wall of 
masonry : on the stone is a griffin, segreant,+ having two tails, in his dexter 
paw a square, and in his sinister a crown and sword. ‘The tablet is placed 
upon a seven-pointed star of formal rays, on which, grouped around the 
tablet, is a level and trowel on the left, a gavel and compasses on the right, a 
large square behind, showing one end on each side, a hat at the top.t and a 
square as a Master's jewel, suspended to a broad ribbon, which surrounds the 
tablet, partly concealing the rays. Legend, ORDO. FRAT. MUR. SUND. POM. F. F. 
[The Order of the Masonic Fraternity at Stralsund, Pomerania, caused this to 
be made.] Reverse, The sun and moon shining on the earth, which rolls 
between. Legend, 1ttverE concorp1 [In harmonious march.] In exergue, 
537 (1763) Silver. Size 21. 

CCCCXVIII. Obverse, Clothed bust of Wieland to left, wearing a 
skull-cap. Legend, above, wieLanp. On the arm, very small, the letter F. 
Reverse, A sphinx to left, couching, on a platform of three steps, and holding 
a triangle in its fore paws. Around is a garland of roses, tied at the bottom 
by a bow, outside of which is the legend, DEM LXxxX. GEBURTSTAGE DIE LOGE 
AMALIA. above, and WEIMAR D. V. SEPT. MDccCxII. below. [For his eightieth 
birthday. The Lodge Amalia, Weimar, Sept. 5, 1812.] Silver. Size 21. 
Wieland was a distinguished German poet. 

There is another Medal struck in honor of Wieland, like that of Ehmbsen some- 
times added to Masonic collections on account of his intimate relations to the Order, 
but having nothing distinctly Masonic; the obverse has a younger bust to left, by 
Abramson, and the full name of the poet above; the reverse has a serpent twined 

* This date is of course an error in the die for 1838. Masons, at the close of the Seven Years’ War, and pre- 
This Medal is engraved iti Zacharias, Numoth. vii. 5. sented to those who attended. Merzdorf, in his Index, 
The Lodge is located at Schweidnitz, and holds under the refers the piece to the Lodge Gustav z. d. 3 Strahlen, or 
Grand Lodge ‘* Royal York of Friendship.”’ Gustavus of the Three Rays. In ‘Sveriges och Svénska 

t The arms are said to be those of the city of Stral- Konungahusets Minnespenningar, &c.,”’ (by Brol Emil 
sund, and the device of the obverse was the Lodge jewel. Hildebrand, Stockholm, 1874.) it is classed among Swedish 

t The legend in full is Ordo Fratruam Muratorum Sun- pieces, the dies said to have been cut by G. Ljungberger, 
densis Pomeraniae fieri fecit. A few of these Medals were and the Medal struck by the officers and members of a 
struck, according to Zacharias, by the Lodge Eintracht, Swedish Army Lodge, when in Stralsund, during the 


of Stralsund, which became extinct in 1777, incommem- Seven Years’ War. 
oration of a convocation in that Lodge of Swedish 
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around a mirror, and a short staff, its head having a bust. Legend, above, UTILE DULCI, 
and below, NATUS, MDCCXxxlI. Silver. Size 26. 


CCCCXIX. Obverse, Above two branches of oak and acacia crossed, 
is a ribbon to which is suspended the jewel of the Lodge, — a nine-pointed 
star, on which are the square and compasses, surrounded by a circle, with 
Ozvwzw (for zur Vaterlands Liebe zu Wismar, the Lodge of Love of 
Fatherland, Wismar,) below which, in small letters, H. scHRODER. Legend, 
above, A. 0. v. VIEREGGE. I= MSTR. y. ST. MITSTIFTER. [A. O. von Vierregge, 
first presiding Master* and charter member,] and below, AM XIX. APRIL 
MDCCCXIX * Reverse, Two branches of rose, above which is a burning torch, 
and near it the inscription in two lines, x1x. aApRIL | MpcccxLiv. Legend, 
F. L. v. VIEREGGE Pr. Gr. MSTR. MITSTIFT! * F. G. F. CRULL. D. Z. MSTR. V. ST. 
MITSTIFT: *« Struck for the quarter-centennial of the Lodge. Silver and 
bronze. 

CCCCXX. Obverse, A pair of spectacles above an open book, which 
has the inscription in six short lines, DAs | GAN= | TZE | GE= | HEIM | NUs |The 
whole secret.|+ Reverse, A Masonic apron, with the lap turned up, and 
resembling a mantling, on which are the trowel, gavel, and tassel of a cable- 
tow. Legend, DER FREYMHUER [The Freemason.] Gold and silver. Size 
14. The place of mintage of this piece is unknown. 

CCCCXXI. Obverse, A temple supported by four pillars and approached 
by three steps, on the front of the lowest the compasses slightly opened ; the 
door is closed ; in the pediment are two right hands joined, between a burning 
heart on the right, and the Bible on the left. The dome of the temple is 
surmounted by a blazing star, above which are stars and a radiant triangle, 
the sun on the right, and the moon in clouds on the left. In the foreground, 
on the right of the temple, a square, trowel, gavel, level, and acacia bush ; in 
the background a round tower having three stories finished ; from its parapet 
projects a crane, to which is suspended a stone; in the distance is an ark on 
the water. On the left of the temple. in the foreground, the fallen capital of a 
column; behind it, on a cubic stone, a beehive with swarming bees, shaded by 
a tree; in the distance, a bridge over water.{ Reverse, A radiant sun, 
showing the face, and surrounded by a circle of thirty-seven five-pointed stars. 
This is, says Merzdorf, “a large copper medal, which is surrounded by a ring 
of brass, and was formerly in the possession of Zacharias, but is now in the 
Hamburg Collection.” It is one of two engraved by Merzdorf, who gives its 
size as between 3 or 4 zoll; its size as measured on the plate is 5o. It was 
said in the Catalogue of the sale of the Zacharias Collection, to be an Austrian 
Medal, but its place of mintage is unknown. Extremely rare, perhaps unique. 





* The abbreviations are for Meister von stuhle, or 
presiding Master in the chair, and Mitstifter, or charter 
member. Pythagoras Lodge has this in bronze. 

t Geheimnus is the old spelling for geheimnis. Merz- 
dorf says that this piece. called the ‘*Spott ducat,’’ dates 
back to about 1740, and is common in both metals. 

t Merzdorf draws largely on his imagination in the 
description of this piece: the tower he considers to be 
partly demolished (zerstortem); from the ropes of the 
crane he sees ‘‘ Hiram’s coffin’’ suspended, and Noah's 


ark in the distance ; the tree on the left is the tree of life, 
the river is the ‘*Starburzanai,’’ and the bridge is that 
‘‘over which the twelve Apostles went to spread the true 
faith.’’ From the ‘‘ Royal Cyclopedia of Masonry,’’ it 





appears that the word Starburzanai is used in the sixth 
degree of the French rite, ** Knights of the East,”’ corres- 
ponding to the Knights of the Red Cross, in the Comman- 
dery, as worked in the United States. A similar degree 
is also found in the Ancient‘and Accepted Rite, and the 
bridge on the Medal is perhaps that symbolized in those 
grades. Starburzanai is used in the Vulgate for Shethar- 
boznai, a ruler near the river Euphrates, (see Ezra, v. 3, 
and vi. 6,) and it is possible that the description being 
given by one perhaps unfamiliar with the grade or its 
ritual, the name of a neighboring ruler has been given to 
the stream. The engraving in Merzdorf, from which my 
description is mace, is executed by the Collas process, and 
in its minor details, is not very distinct. 
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CCCCXXII. Obverse, A bust to right in the costume of the last 
century ; on the arm, in small letters, 1. c. Reverse, An obelisk illumined by 
the rays of the sun. Upon the monument, which is surrounded by various 
Masonic emblems, rests a shield, with a cypher of the letters 1. c. s. interlaced. 
Silver. This Medal | describe from Merzdorf, who does not mention the size. 
The cypher he considers to be the initials of I. C. Schubarth, of Kleefelde.* 
Its place of mintage is unknown. 

CCCCXXIII. Obverse, The Emperor Joseph Il. decorated with an 
Order and seated in his imperial robes upon a throne; before him stands the 
Pope and a Cardinal who hand the Emperor a coin for his inspection. Legend, 
above, WESS IST DAS BILDNISS UND DIE UEBERSCHRIFT | Whose is this image 
and superscription.] In exergue, MATTH. Xx, v. 20. Reverse, A Freemason, 
having a trowel and square in his hand, returns the piece to the ecclesiastics, 
standing before him. Legend, above, so GEBT DEM KAISER, WAS DES KAISERS 
IST UND GOTTES, WAS GOTTES IsT. [Render therefore unto Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s,} and unto God the things that are God’s.| In exergue, DEs 
KAISERS [The emperor's.| Silver. 

CCCCXXIV. Obverse, A kneeling youth raises his eyes toward the 
sun; near him stands an angel, who shows him a blazing star on which is the 
letter ° In front of both are lying Masonic working tools. Legend, wer Ist 
DER DER DEN HERREN FURCHTET. [Who is he who feareth the Lord?] Re- 
verse, A youth wandering in an open country; before him is the rising sun, 
behind him, clouds of rain. Legend, Ek WIRD IHN UNTERWEISEN DEN BESTEN WEG 
{ Him shall he teach the best way.|] In exergue, ps. 25. (Psalm 25.) Silver. 

CCCCXXV. Obverse, A mastiff, (mops §) seated on a stone which lies 
upon emblems of the Order, an anchor and trident, surrounded by two radiant 
circles. Reverse, Two columns on a platform, entwined with ribbon, on 
which are two hearts ; behind them the rising sun, whose beams fall upon the 
hearts ; the background is filled with a landscape, on either side of which are 
towers and buildings. Legend, above, assez |Enough.] In exergue, in two 
lines, L. C. D. M. F. A. N. | CE 10 JAN. 1745. [For, Loge Centrale de Mopses 
fondée a Nuremberg (or Nancy). Central Lodge of Mopses founded &c., 
Jan. 10, 1745.| Copper, scarce. 

CCCCXXVI. Obverse, An altar, on which rests a globe. Legend, 
above, COMITE NON DucE. [As a comrade, not as a leader.] Reverse, A 


* This rare Medal, which Merzdorf knew from a sin- 
gle impression in the collection at Rostock, he thinks was 
struck in honor of Schubarth, and to be the one alluded to 
by Kloss, who says, ‘*On the 6th November, 652, (7. ¢. 
1769,) Schubarth was designated as Overseer of the Lodges 
and General Visitor of the Order, and a Medal of the 
Order was given him. Pythagoras Lodge at one time 
had an impression, or rubbing, in foil of this Medal, but 
it has disappeared. 

t This 1s literally ‘the Kaiser’s,’’ 7. ¢. the Emperor’s. 
The Medal I describe from Merzdorf, who makes the 
following comments upon it: ‘* This was probably cut by 
De Ville, in the city of Strasburg, and two others also, 
similar, one of which has fur obverse, monks fishing for 
sacks of money, instead of fishes, and a second with ob- 
verse, Ich bin Joseph ever Bruder.’’? [I am Joseph, your 
Brother.] I do not find any mention of the reverse of 
these pieces, and therefore am unable to determine whether 
they are strictly Masonic or not, but from the Legend of 
the last, that at least would seem to have a reference to the 
Emperor Joseph, who was a Freemason. 


{ This piece was in Merzdorf’s own collection; he 
gives its weight, ‘about one loth ;’’ but does not mention 
the size. He considers it to be a premium for a Masonic 
school. Its date and mintage are unknown, but in Bode’s 
**Almanach”’ for 1778, it is mentioned as having been 
**struck for our Society, and needing no further explana- 
tion.’’ 

§ The word Mops signifies a young mastiff, and the 
name of Mopses was assumed by an association formed 
in 1740 in the Catholic States of Germany after the Bull 
of Pope Clement XII, by brethren who, unwilling to 
renounce the Order, were yet fearful of offending ecclesi- 
astical authority; it professed to be devoted to the» papal 
hierarchy, but in truth was nothing else than Freemasonry 
under a less offensive appellation. ‘* Dallwitz,”’ says Merz- 
dorf, ‘describes this piece incorrectly, giving the date 
1741, and omitting the N in exergue. For an account of 
the Society the reader is referred to Lenning, Encyclo- 
pedia, II. p. 512.’’ Merzdorf’s impression came from 
Nuremberg, but its place of mintage is uncertain. 
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square, scales, and sword, hanging toaribbon. Legend, above, INTER UTRUM- 
QUE TENE. | Hold thyself between the two.] Silver. Size 13. The place of 
mintage and date of this Medal are not definitely known.* 

CCCCXXVII. Obverse, The bust of Minerva to left in helmet and 
armor ; on the helmet are two profiles, one facing to the left, of Leibnitz, the 
other, which faces to the right, that of Wolf. Legend, above, SAPERE AVDE 
{Dare to be wise.| Reverse, Inscription in nine lines, SOCIETAS | ALETOPHI- 
LORVM | AB | ERN. CHRISTOPHORO | S. R. J. COM. | DE MANTEVFFEL | INSTITVTA | 
BEROL. | MDCCXXxvI. | Society of Lovers of Truth,} instituted 1736, by Ernest 
Christopher de Manteuffel, Count of the Holy Roman Empire.| Bronze. 
Size 29. 

CCCCXXVIII. Obverse, As CCCLXXXIV; a pyramid with Time 
flying near it, &c. Reverse, Inscription in six lines, BONO AUSPICIO | FRATRIS 
MODERATORIS | CONSTANTINI | FELLNER —YMDCCII | MERITIS TUIS ADPLAUDIT. 
[Under the happy auspices of Brother and Presiding Master, Constantine 
Fellner, 5802. It applauds your merit.| The dash separates the fourth and 
fifth lines. Silver. Size 32. Struck by the Lodge Unity, of Frankfort on 
the Main.{ 

In addition to these, which complete the list of German Masonic Medals 
described by Merzdorf, there are several others, of German origin, similar in 
character to those of Ehmbsen and Wieland, mentioned above, which are 
often included in the cabinets of collectors of Masonics, by reason of the 
intimate connection which the individuals in whose honor they were struck, 
bore to the Masonic Fraternity. As the brethren whose portraits they bear, 
were honored for their attainments in other 
position in, or their services to the Brother- 
In this class, besides 


or whose fame they preserve, 
directions, and not from their 
hood, I have, with hardly an exception, excluded them. 
those alluded to above, Merzdorf places the two Medals of Bottiger, which 
I have described, one of Theden,§ Bielefeld, Wendt, (1828,) Reinhold, the 
Grand Duke Friedrich Franz von Mecklenburg, (1837.) Prince Blucher, 


Herder, Gothe, Schroder, and several others. Some of these I have seen, 
but they are none of them common, and aside from a few in my own col- 
lection and in that of Mr. Wm. Poillon, I suppose the majority of them 
are unknown to American collectors. 

With these I conclude the description of Masonics in this magazine, 
which has far exceeded the limits I supposed it was possible to reach when 
I began to publish it. Those who feel an interest in the completion of the 
catalogue, are referred to a notice in the advertising pages. 

W. T. R. MARVIN. 


Truth, 1740,”’ and other works. Mackay, in his Lexicon 
of Freemasonry, has a full account of the Order of African 


* It is mentioned in a Catalogue printed at Dresden, 
April 1, 1812, p. 141. This Medal is in the Pythagoras 


Collection. 

t The abbreviations are for Sacri Romani Imperii Co- 
mes. The Society of Aletophili, or Lovers of Truth, which 
must not be confounded with another, of French origin, 
having the name of Philalethes, which signifies the same, 
was instituted according to some accounts iu 1736, and 
seems to have been the fountain from which sprang (says 
Merzdorf) the Order of African Architects, ‘‘as far at 
least as one may prove it from the Minerva, the device 
used as a distinguishing emblem, or trade mark, of the 
Sperm Haude & Speners.’’ Concerning the society itself, 
ne refers the reader to an ** Account of the Medal struck 
at Berlin for the Suciety of Aletophili, or Lovers of 


Architects, which he says was instituted in Germany in 
1767, and which published many important documents on 
the subject of Freemasonry, (one of which I sup to be 
that alluded to by Merzdorf,) and also for a od time 
decreed annually a go/d meda/, worth fifty ducats, to the 
author of the best memoir on the subject of Masonry. 
This Medal I know only by this reference. It seems to 
have escaped the notice of Merzdorf. For an account of 
the l’hilalethes, see Mackay’s Lexicon, sa voce. 

t Merzdorf mentions this piece as having come to his 
notice by an engraving, while the preface of his work was 
in press. 

§ Described in Note to CCCLVII. 
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COINAGE OF THE MINT. 


THE coinage at the various United States Mints last year amounted to 
$68,312,692 50, and consisted of 2,759,421 pieces of gold, of the value of 
$40,986,912, and 27,228,850 pieces of silver. The silver coinage has been 
almost exclusively of standard silver dollars, of which $27,227,500 were coined 
during the year, and $45,206,200 have been coined altogether. During the 
year the total deposits of gold and silver, including silver purchases, amounted 
to $71,179,654 65, of which $42,254,156 80 were gold, and $28,925,497 85 
were silver. Of the above, $38,549,705 89 of gold, and $26,934,728 56 of 
silver, were of domestic production. 









JAPANESE PAPER MONEY. 


TuHE Japanese have begun to issue “ Fractional Currency.’ Their ten 
cent scrip note is made of heavy yellow silk paper, about 24 by 13 inches, and 
is printed in black with “tea-chest letters” in a very tasteful manner. Upon 
one end is stuck a peculiarly shaped adhesive stamp, printed in purple, with a 
curious arabesque design, in which the words “ Imperial Treasury of Japan ” 
(in English) are frequently repeated. Three seals are imprinted on the note 
in red ink, and altogether it is a curious looking affair to eyes accustomed to 
Uncle Sam's greenbacks. 





THE CARRARA MEDALS. 


Tue illustration for this number of the Journal, is a photograph of these 
remarkable Medals from a set in the collection of Mr. Thomas Warner of 
Cohocton, N. Y., kindly furnished by that gentleman. The limits of our 
pages obliged him to reduce somewhat the apparent size of the pieces from 
the originals, which vary from 44 to 46 nearly, American scale. 

For some reason which we have been unable to discover, Francis I. was 
styled ‘Grand Master” in the catalogue of a sale some time ago, when a 
partial set of these Medals was first offered to American collectors, and on 
that account have occasionally been classed among Masonics, but erroneously, 
as was shown by the writer, Vol. X, page 94. His name does not appear 
among the Grand Masters of the Knights of St. John, and they have nothing 
whatever to do with Freemasonry. They were probably struck in the early 
part of the fifteenth century, and while the artist who cut them is not certainly 
known, they have generally been attributed to Marco Sesto. (See Vol. XIII, 
page 4.) By some numismatists they are believed to have been cast, and 
then carefully finished by tooling. However this may be, they are among 
the earliest productions of the Renaissance in Italy, and possess an interest 
of their own for that reason, aside from their historic value. 

Although bearing various dates, they were doubtless all struck about 
the same time,— probably by some descendant of the family, and perhaps 
by order of Marsiglio, the son of the last duke of his name, Francis II., — to 
commemorate the fame and unhappy fortunes of his ancestors. The descrip- 
tion, and legends on the Medals have kindly been sent us by Mr. Warner. 
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Obv. Bust to right, draped ; an oriental cap tied under the chin. r1aAcoBvs 
GRANDIS DE CARRARIA- I+ PATAVIL: D- AN. Mcccxvilt- Rev. The branching 
arms of the Carrara family with helmet and shield, bearing ivy. - oBIT ANN. 
po.mccc- xx, Size 45. (Figure t.) 

James, the first Duke of Padua, may be considered the founder of his family: 
having overturned the magistracy of the city, he proclaimed himself Duke, in 1318, and 
the title was confirmed to his successors by treaty in 1338. Another James, just a 
century before, had, with Azzo of Este, unsuccessfully attacked the city. He was in 
some sense a vassal of Frederic, Duke of Austria, from whom he received aid against 
his life-long rival, Cane de la Scala, Duke of Verona. He died Nov. 22, 1324. 

Obv. Bust to right in flowing cowl ; the vest buttoned on the shoulder. 
MARSILIVS MAIOR DE CAR: II+ PAT: D+ ANN+ MCCC: xxl1- Rev. Arms cov- 
ered with ivy; shield and helmet with bear above. OBIT - ANN - MCCCXXXVIII - 
DIE- XXI+ MARTIT- Size 44. (Figure 3.) 

Marsiglio was the nephew and successor of James: oppressed by some German 
soldiers of Austria, he sought a reconciliation with Cane de la Scala, and finally trans- 
ferred to him the sovereignty of Padua. Some time after, he quarrelled with Albert, the 
son of Cane, and threw himself into the arms of the Venetians and Florentines, who 
enabled him to regain his power in 1337. He was killed Sept. 22, 1338. 

Obv. Bust to left, wearing a banded turban and a closed vest. NICOLAVS 
DE CARRARIA - Il + TERRITORII: PAT: D+: AN+ MDCCCXxxImI- Rev. Arms with 
horns, with a chain above the helmet and shield. obiT- ANNO - DO- MCCCXXVI . 
Size 44. (Figure 2.) 

This nobleman may have been a younger son; he is represented as governing the 
territory, not the city. While the date of his accession is the same (1324) as that of 
Marsiglio, it will be noticed he died in 1326. I have learned nothing of his history. 

Obv. Bust facing left, the head covered with flowing drapery ; the vest 
closed, with high collar buttoned on the side of the throat. VBERTINVS DE 
CHARRARIA TERCIVS: D+ PADVAE. Rev. Arms, winged, with helmet and shield 
(with satyr-head with horns and ears) above. OBIIT . ANN + MCCCXLV - DIE. 
XXVIIII. MARTIL. Size 44. (Figure 4.) 

Ubertino was a nephew (one authority says he was a distant cousin) of Marsiglio 
whom he succeeded, and was distinguished only for his cruelties and debaucheries. 


Obv. Bust, three-quarters facing to right ; the top of the head bare, with 
drapery at the side fastened by a band across the forehead, the vest closely 
buttoned at the throat. MARSILIETVS PAPAFAVA DE CAR: IIIIl + PAT- D+ ANN: 
mcccxLv-: Rev. Arms, with helmet and shield quartered, bearing two lions 
and ivy, with bear above. INTERFECT+ AN MCCCXLV- DIE: VI- MAII- Size 44, 
(Figure 5.) 

Papafava was the family name, but was seldom used. Marsiglietto is said to have 
been a descendant of a collateral branch. 

Obv. Bust to left in a draped hood. IACOBVS MINOR DE CARR - V< PATA- 
VII-D- ANN: M-cCcc- XLV. Rev. Arms branching. . INTERFECT - ANN + MCCCL - 
DIE xvillI IVL- Size 45. (Figure 6.) 

Obv. Bust to right, in a draped hood. _IACOBINVS DE CARR - VI - PATA- 
VII: DO- ANNO. M-cccL- Rev. Arms of Carrara. OBIIT ANN - MCCC- LVII- 
Size 45. (Figure 7.) 


Jacopino (or Giacomino as the name is sometimes spelled) was dethroned in 1355. 
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Obv. Naked bust to right, the head bare, and showing to the waist. 
FRANCISCVS - SENIOR - DE: CARRARIA: D- PAD- Rev. Head of a satyr-winged 
bust with flowing drapery bearing a shield with arms and MEMo on a scroll, 
and an ox kneeling below; H H in the field on each side. QvI- SvM- cIvI - 
BENI - REXIT- AN XXXVII-M-VIIII-D-V- Size 45. (Figure 8.) 

Francis I. reigned for a time conjointly with his uncle Jacopino, (or Giacomino,) and 
alone, after 1355. In 1354 he had commanded the army of the Lombard League. In 
his wars with the Visconti he met with various successes and reverses, finally arousing 
the enmity of the Republic of Venice, on account of the aid he rendered to Louis of 
Hungary, who invaded their territory, in consequence of which Francis was compelled 
to accept a humiliating peace. Soon after he allied himself with the Genoese and the 
King of Hungary, and took part in the war of Chiozza, (1378-81,) which brought 
Venice to the brink of ruin. In the year 1388 that city formed an alliance with the 
Visconti, the Marquis of Ferrara, and the Lord of Mantua, against him. His city was 
attacked and captured, May 19, 1388, and by the perfidy of Giovanni Galeazzo Visconti, 
he was despoiled of all his possessions, which he had greatly enlarged, and confined in 
the castle of Como, where he died, October 16, 1393. 


Obv. Draped bust to left, the head bare. FRANCISCVS IVNIOR DE CARR - 
VIII - PATAVII: D- ANN - Mcccxc . Rev. Arms, with quartered globe, LEv- 


XANZA On a scroll. DIE XIX IAN. NECAT- AN- MccccvI- Size 45. (Figure 9.) 


Francis II. was the son of Francis I. After his father’s overthrow he traveled 
extensively through Northern Italy and Germany, forming alliances by which he regained 
Padua in June, 1390. After a war of two years he obliged his enemies to acknowledge 
his claims, and he restored for a short period the power of his family. Having invaded 
Verona in 1404, he was attacked by Venice, losing his city, October 21, 1405. Taken 
captive with his children, he was imprisoned at Venice, and there assassinated by order 
of the Council of Ten, January 19, 1406. One of his sons, Marsiglio, vainly endeavored 
to regain Padua, but at last perished on the scaffold, and with him ended the ducal 
house of Carrara, though collateral branches bearing the family name of Papafava, still 
survive. W. T. R. M. 





WORSHIP OF THE SUN. 


THE STORY TOLD BY A COIN OP CONSTANTINE THE GREAT. 


Tue following observations upon the worship of the sun, as represented upon a coin 
of Constantine the Great, were embodied in a paper read by Henry Pui ttips, Jr., 
A. M., Ph. D., before a recent meeting of the Antiquarian and Numismatic Society of 
Philadelphia : — 


Many years ago my attention was drawn to the remarkable fact, that upon the 
authentic coins of Constantine the Great, the first Roman Emperor under whose rule 
Christianity became the religion of the State, there were no emblems to be found 
that would exhibit his devotion to his new creed, but that the contrary was really the 
case, and that upon the money which he caused to be issued during his long reign 
nothing is met with that relates to the Christian religion, while every type that occurs 
bears reference solely to the old forms of belief of the heathen world. The piece of 
which I design to speak this evening is of the size known as second (or middle) bronze, 
bears on the obverse the head of Constantine, bound with a fillet, and on the reverse the 
radiated, beardless, youthful head of the Sun with the legend, “ Soli invicto comiti.” 

The worship of the Sun was among the earliest of all creeds. That beneficent 
body, whose vast flood of light illumines and fructifies the world, whose life-giving 
influences are felt throughout the whole animal and vegetable creations, became an 
object first of wonder and curiosity, then of respectful regard, then of reverence and 
awe. To await its rising beams, to greet them with joy and fear, was the primeval germ 
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of acult. The glorious orb of day, with its regular movement across the heavens, soon 
became the chariot in which Phoebus Apollo drove his daily course. 


‘‘The Sun was supposed to be the most powerful and most wise of all created beings. 
Passing daily over the earth he saw everything that was done in it; and in his course from the 
place of his setting to that of his rising, he was supposed to know everything that transpired under 
the earth. It was he who regulated the seasons and made the earth periodically fruitful and 
sterile. His rays dissipated the terrors of darkness, renewed hope in men, and gave life to 
animated nature. Falling upon the ground his light and warmth produced fructification, and his 
heat ripened autumnal fruits. In his apparent passage through the sky he seemed to reside in 
different stellar houses, and twelve conspicuous groups were inseparably connected with his 
course. The epochs of his solstices and declinations were marked by peculiar observances, and a 
variety of myths were fabricated to account for the ritual, ceremonies, etc., which were scrupu- 
lously adhered to. The time of the vernal equinox seemed to be that of the restoration of organic 
life.” —Jnman. 


In the Choephori, Orestes calls upon the Sun, which sees all things, to be his 
witness at judgment to justify him as innocent of the death of his mother. The Sun 
also is frequently represented as bringing to light and avenging dark crimes, a notion 
which has not entirely disappeared even at the present day, as the German proverb will 
show :— 


‘* Kein Faden ist so fein gesponnen 
Er kommt doch endlich an der Sonnen.’* 


The all-powerful, all-consuming deity soon became typified by fire, whose worship, 
as its symbol, attracted a vast concourse of followers, among whom the Persians were 
the most conspicuous, and the details of their worship may be found in Herodotus and 
Strabo, and other early writers. “The fire which they (the Persians) call Eternal, was 
carried before them on a silver altar, after which came the Magi singing hymns in the 
Persian manner; then followed three hundred and sixty-five youths, all clad in scarlet, 
being the number of the days of the year, according to their computation.” (Quintus 
Curtius.) Among the Semitic races the Sun bore the title Baal Schamaim, the lord of 
the heavens, and there is extant a verse of Menander in which he says that we must 
particularly adore the Sun as the first of the gods, since it is only by its means that we 
can contemplate the other gods. 

At Heliopolis, in Egypt, it was forbidden to erect statues to the Sun, on the ground 
that he was always and universally visible ; that therefore no representation of him was 
necessary. It is a curious fact to note that the Sun, among certain ancient nations, was 
considered a female. The Germans called it Suna, representing her as a half-naked 
woman upon a column, with rays around her head, holding before her breast with out- 
stretched arms a shining wheel ; her brother Manna was masculine, and was the god of 
the moon. These genders prevail to this day in the German language, where Die Sonne 
(the sun) is feminine, while Der Mond (the moon) is masculine. 

Sclavonic nations represent the Sun as a woman stepping into a bath in the even- 
ing, and rising refreshed and purified in the morning. Sometimes they call the sea the 
mother of the sun, and say that the Sun sinks into her mother's arms at night. (Grimm’s 
Deutsche Mythologie.) 

The thought that the Sun was of the female sex may account for the fact that males 
in love invoked the intercession of this deity, while females adored the moon. The rever- 
ence paid to the heavenly orbs was probably directed to the deities who were supposed 
to have their habitations in them. In the Indian mythology the worship of Surya is the 
same as that of Helios or Here, and the words are stated to be etymologically the same. 
“ Surya dwells in the sun; he sees all things ; he knows all things, noting all the good 
and evil deeds of men; his light is his own, yet it has been given to him; he is the 
husband and the son of the dawn, as Jokasta is both the mother and spouse of CEdipous ; 
he is the most active of all the active gods; he is the all-pervading, irrepressible lumi- 
nary ; his strength is irresistible.” (Coxe.) We cannot realize the sentiment with which 


* There is no thread so finely spun 
At last that comes not to the Sun. 
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the eye of antiquity dwelt upon the phenomena of nature. In the earliest dawn of 
human thought man had not yet grasped the motion of any natural sequence whatever, 
while to us all is law, order, necessity. 


? 


‘*We calculate,” says Muller, ‘‘the refractory power of the atmosphere, we measure the 
possible length of the dawn in every climate ; to us the rising of the sun is no greater surprise than 
the birth of a child. But if we could believe that there was in the sun a being like our own, that 
in the dawn there was a soul open to human sympathy, if we could bring ourselves to look upon 
these powers as personal, free, adorable, if we might think that the return of daylight depended 
upon the caprice of the arbitrary being whom we had watched in his brilliant but brief career, how 
different would be our feelings at the blush of day! That Titanic assurance with which we say 
that the sun mus/ rise, was unknown to the early worshippers of nature. The sun, whose death 
they had so often witnessed, might sink down to the sea to rise from it again no more ; the regu- 
larity with which that orb and the stars perform their daily labor, might be the work of free beings 
kept in temporary servitude, chained for a time and bound to obey a higher will, but sure to rise 
like Herakles toa higher glory at the end of their labors. It seems to us childish and extrava- 
gant to read in the Vedas the questions asked during the dark hours of the night: ‘ Will the sun- 
rise?’ ‘Will our friend the dawn come back again?’ ‘Will the powers of darkness be con- 
quered by the god of light?’ but they betray a real anguish which manifestly came from men for 
whom nature afforded but a very slender. basis for argument from analogy. When the sun rose, 
they wondered that, but just born, he was so mighty, and strangled, as it were in his cradle, the 
serpents of the night. The dawns as they came around made man old, but the day itself never 
lost its freshness ; men might sicken and die, but the years which brought death to them, could 
not diminish the light of the sun. Sunrise was the revelation of nature, awakening in the human 
mind that feeling of dependence, of helplessness, of hope, of joy, of faith in higher powers, which 
is the source of all religion ; it inspired the first prayers, called forth the first sacrificial flames, it 
gave to mankind the first intimation of beings who do not wither and die, of immortals, of im- 
mortality.” 


Julian the Second most especially directed his devotion towards the Sun. 


‘*In the private grounds attached to his palace he reared a temple to the worship of the 
god, his tutelary deity, where victims were offered up each morning as the bright beams of the orb 
of day first glowed upon the horizon, and again at eventide as he sank to rest. ”—Guddon. 


In “the Caesars” of this Emperor, we find him frequently addressing it as his 
father, guide, lord and protector, and he designates himself as the servant of the Sun. 
According to Zonaras, his last words were an invocation to that deity. 

To return to Constantine. This monarch, whose groundless fears induced him, 
upon false accusation, to put to death his son Crispus, afterwards upon the discovery of 
the untruthfulness of the charge, caused his Empress to be slain. His demeanor 
towards Christianity was more that of toleration than of encouragement. 


‘* His liberality restored and enriched the temples of the gods. Upon his coins are im- 
pressed the attributes of Jupiter and Apollo, Mars and Hercules. More especially was his 
devotion attracted towards the Sun, and it pleased him to be represented with the symbols of the 
god of light and poetry. The unerring shafts of that deity, the brightness of his eyes, his laurel 
wreath, immortality, beauty, and elegant accomplishments, seemed to point him out as the patron 
of a young hero. The altars of Apollo were crowned with the offerings of Constantine, and the 
Sun was uiversally celebrated as his invincible guide and protector.” —Gzdéon. 


We find upon other coins of Constantine the Great the Sun represented in various 
manners, but always as a youth, because it always renews itself daily and never grows 
old. Sometimes it appears as a naked youth walking, holding a shield or flagellum, or 
standing with a thunderbolt in one hand and a globe in the other; or holding a globe 
and with a pallium falling from his shoulders, or standing with a sceptre at its feet, or 
crowning the emperor. Sometime it is figured as driving a four-horse chariot, as 
similarly in the Vedas he is designated as “the runner,” “the quick racer,” and is repre- 
sented as drawn in his chariot by the Harits as his steeds, in number two, seven, or 
ten ; upon a coin of Valentinianus he appears driving a chariot drawn by four stags. 
Sometimes he is bearded, at others beardless, or as a youthful figure running, walking, 
standing, or crowned with rays. 
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Upon other coins we find the Sun with the titles, Comes (or Conservator,) Augus- 
torum, and sometimes Dominus Imperatorum Romanorum. 

The occurrence of the Sun as an emblem is not confined to the coins of Constan- 
tine. It is found very frequently upon those of several of his predecessors. Upon the 
coinage of Aurelian we find the beardless head of the Sun, with the legend, “ Sol Deus 
et Dominus Imperii Romani.” This emperor built at Rome a magnificent temple to the 
Sun, which he enriched and embellished with gold and precious stones ; he even went 
so far as to institute games in honor of that deity. Gallienus inscribed upon certain of 
his coins the Sun and the inscription, “ Sol Conservator Augusti,” which same’ idea, 
according to Justinus, prevailed among the ancient Persians, in whose estimation the 
Sun was “the only one God.” 

The Sun is also found upon the coins of Elagabalus, under whose reign the worship 
of this deity was conducted at Rome with especial splendor. This monarch had been 
in his youth a priest of the god at Emesa, in Syria, where it was manifested as a conical 
black stone, which was fabled to have fallen from heaven and was reverenced under the 
name of Ela-gabal, the plastic (or forming) god. Upon the arrival of Elagabalus at 
Rome, he caused to be erected a magnificent temple to the solar deity on the Mons 
Palatinus, where sacrifices were daily offered. 


‘‘The richest wines, the choicest victims, the rarest aromatics, were consumed upon his 
altar, around which a chorus of Syrian damsels performed their lascivious dances to the sound of 
barbarian music. For the dignity of the god it was necessary that he should be provided with a 
consort, and after much deliberation the choice fell upon Astarte, the Punic goddess, who, with 
all the riches of her temple for a dowry, was transported from Carthage to Rome. The day of 
the celebration of the nuptials was made a great public feast and rejoicing.” — Gibdon. 





DEMAND FOR PENNIES AT THE MINT. 


THERE is a prospect of a dearth of pennies. Philadelphia is the only 
place where the smallest coin of the Republic is turned out, and for several 
weeks past the combined efforts of the coiners have been directed to the 
coinage of dollars. Under the Act of Congress, $2,000,000 must be coined 
every month, and as the capacity of the Mints at San Francisco and New 
Orleans is limited, the bulk of the work falls upon the one in this city. The 
result is that Colonel Snowden has been compelled to discontinue the coinage 
of what are known as minor coins —cents and three and five cent pieces — 
much to the annoyance of would-be purchasers, who, in person and by letter 
besiege the cashier's office day after day. It was said at the Mint, that 
$35,000 worth of pennies could be disposed of inside of a week, so great is 
the demand. A month ago, before the coinage was suspended, from $1,000 
to $1,500 worth were sold daily, and the books are now filled with orders 
from all parts of the country. The officers were surprised a few days ago by 
the receipt of a request from San Francisco for pennies to the amount of 
$1,000. This is said to be the first order from that part of the country for 
many years. Various parts of the South are also beginning to take some 
stock in cents, large orders having been received from Georgia and Alabama 
within the last few days. 

The Director of the Mint, in his annual report, recommends the repeal of 
the law authorizing the coinage of three-cent nickel pieces and the resumption 
of the coinage of the two-cent pieces. He says the demand for one-cent 
pieces is beyond the capacity of the Mints to supply them, and the renewal of 
the coinage of two-cent pieces would be a relief to the Mints as well asa 
convenience to the people. 
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CANADIAN NUMISMATICS. 


[Continued from Vow. xrv, p. 45.] 


PROVINCE OF QUEBEC. 


This Province is, numismatically speaking, by far the most important 
subdivision of the Dominion. Its issue almost equals that of all the other 
Provinces together. Although Mr. Sandham catalogued the coins of Ontario 
and Quebec as one group, under the heading Canada, these Provinces have 
been separated since the consummation of the Confederation Act in 1867. 
The name being now extended to the whole Dominion, such arrangement 
would prove inconvenient. The task of separating them is not so difficult as 
one would imagine, there being only two or three pieces over which one need 
hesitate in assigning the coins to their respective Provinces. 

The name Province of Quebec, chosen by the framers of the Acct, is that 
by which it was known for a long time after its capture from the French. 

XXI. Obdv. VEXATOR CANADIN sIs_ A rudely executed bust to the left. 

Rev. RENONILOS VISCAPE 1811 An equally rude figure of a woman sup- 
posed to be dancing. In her right hand she holds a flower, while with her 
left she guides her train. Her dress is represented by irregular lines. Cop- 
per. Size 27m. R 3. 

Mr. William Kingsford, in an article in the Canadian Antiquarian, Vol. I, page 1, 
gives the history of this piece. He describes it as a political token, satirical in its 
character, relating to the Governorship of Sir James Craig. The inscription on the 


obverse he translates “The pest of Canada.” The reverse he divides into om ///os Vis 
Capere, which he has rendered “ Don’t you wish you may catch them.” 


XXII. Odv. vexaTOR * * CANADIENSIS « Bust as last. 

Rev. RENONIL * LO * S * VISCAPE 1811. Woman as in the last, but 
the dress is not represented by lines. The planchet is thinner than the last. 
Copper. Size 26m. R 3. 

These pieces are nearly always in poor condition, so that it is rather difficult to 
decipher the inscription. Sandham’s reading of the reverse is incorrect. He also 
describes three varieties, and states that there are still other two, making five in all. 
But a careful inspection of a number of specimens that have passed through my hands, 


and a comparing of notes with other collectors, have failed to reveal more than the two 
above described. 


XXIII. Odv. MAGDALEN ISLAND TOKEN 1815 A seal. 

Rev. SUCCESS TO THE FISHERY. ONE PENNY. A dried codfish. Copper. 
Size 34m. R 3. 

Sandham gives a separate division to this coin, although the Magdalen Islands are 
attached to the Province of Quebec. Of its history I have not been “able to learn any- 
thing, but believe it was imported by some of the large fish dealers for change, which at 
that time was scarce on the islands. 


XXIV. Obv. HALF PENNY TOKEN 1816 Laureated bust of Wellington 
to left. 

Rev. MONTREAL A ship under full sail to the right. Copper. Size 28 m. 
R 2. 

A token evidently imported as a profitable speculation, as it is struck on a thin 


planchet. I have a specimen in my collection struck over a Portugese Five Reis 
piece. 
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XXV. Obv. monrreaL | Biwsh | muri in three lines, occupying the 


whole field in sunken letters. 
Rev. Plain. Brass. Size 29m. R 3. 


Although specimens of the above are occasionally met with in circulation, they 
are simply buttons, hastily struck for the raw levies that were raised for the defence of 
Canada during the war of 1812. On the termination of the war these buttons were 
divested of their shanks and circulated as change among a people accepting anything 
as money that had the proper shape and size. 

XXVI. Odv. token £x. 1820 Laureated bust of George LY. to the 
right. 

Rev. NORTH WEST COMPANY A beaver to the right. Brass. Size 28 m. 
R 6. 

The North West Company was organized in Montreal, to carry on the fur trade in 
the northwest in opposition to the Hudson Bay Company. The opposition between the 
two companies ran so high that it almost resulted in open warfare on the part of their 
respective employees. To prevent bloodshed the companies were amalgamated, the 
Hudson Bay Company assuming control. This coin was described by Christmas in the 
Numismatic Chronicle, and is one of the rarest of the Canadian series, only one specimen 
being known on this continent. 

XXVIII. Odv. FoR puBLIC accomMopaTION. A ship under full sail to 
the right. 

Rev. . CANADA | . HALF | PENNY |. TOKEN. in four lines. Copper. Size 
28m. R 2. 

I cannot tell by whom or when this piece was issued, but am under the impression 
that it emanated from Montreal about the year 1830. 

XXVIII. Odv. sPEED THE PLOUGH HALF PENNY TOKEN A man plough- 
ing with two oxen ¢andem to the left. 

Rev. NO LABOUR NO BREAD A man to the right threshing grain with a 
flail. Copper. Size 26m. R 2. 

The design of this piece is no doubt intended to represent agricultural interests, 
and it gives us an idea of old times in Canada, for up to twenty years ago the flail was 
the only means employed by the French Canadians in separating the grain from the 
straw. 

XXIX. Obdv. As last; the plough larger. 

Rev. As last; the top of the flail farther from the edge of the coin. 
Copper. Size 26m. R 2. 

These two pieces are undoubtedly Canadian, but by whom issued I have not been 
able to learn. They appeared about 1837, and for a time were frequently met with in 
circulation. 

XXX. Obv. . CANADA - 1830. 

Rev. HALF | PENNY in two lines across the field. Copper. Size 26 m. R 2. 

This coin was issued by a hardware firm doing business in Montreal, under the 
style of Duncan & Co. A number of these also were put into circulation in Prince 
Edward Island, by a brother of Mr. Duncan, who is still alive and a member of the 
Dominion Senate, representing the Island Province. 

XXXII. Odv. . CANADA - 1841 

Rev. As last. Copper. Size 26m. R 2. 
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It seems strange that two coins, issued eleven years apart, should bear the same 
design, but coming from a hardware firm, the order, when the old lot run out, was seem- 
ingly duplicated without alteration or improvement. 

XXXII. Odv. Nine playing cards overlapping each other, the ace of 
hearts in the centre, surrounded by a serrated circle. 

Rev. Nine cards as on obverse, king of hearts in centre. Copper. Size 
30m. R 2. 

I place this coin here on the authority of Sir G. Duncan Gibb. In an article in 
the. Canadian Antiquarian, Vol. III, page 67, he states :— “ Several hundred weight of 
copper tokens, that contained nine ordinary playing cards spread out, both on obverse 
and reverse, were struck in England for a Montreal firm alone, who employed a large 
number of workmen. There is no name nor date on the coin, and therefore its nation- 
ality was unsuspected ; nevertheless it is a true Canadian token.” 

XXXIII. Odv. Lauzon 1821. A primitive steamer to the left. 

Rev. BON POUR HuiT sots. In the field, rouR | PENCE | TOKEN in three 
lines. Lead. Size 27m. R 6. 

The St. Lawrence, among other claims, puts in a rival one to that of the Hudson, 
as having in America early encouraged the use of steam in propelling boats over its 
waters. The above token is a ticket used in coming from Quebec to Point Levis in one 
of those early steamboats. The history of this token is given on page 42, Vol. III, of 
the Canadian Antiquarian. 


XXXIV. Obdv. PERSONNE Two sprigs of laurel tied with a ribbon. 

Obv. DE L'ISLE | DE MONTREAL | A REPENTIGUY | ON | LACHESNAYE in five 
lines. Copper. Size 29m. R 4. 

This, with the following eleven, form what are termed the “ Bout de I’Isle tokens.” 
In all they have only four obverse, and three reverse dies. They were intended as 
passes across two bridges connecting the Island of Montreal with the main land. These 
bridges were erected by Mr. Porteous in 1808, and were carried away during the break- 
ing up of the ice two years afterwards. 

The word Personne indicates that those bearing this obverse were intended for foot 
passengers. No price is given on these pieces, and we have not been able to learn what 
the charges were. 


XXXV. Obdv. Same as the last. 

Rev. DE REPENTIGUY | A | L'ISLE DE | MONTREAL | ON LACHESNAYE. Cop- 
per. Size 29m. R 4. 

XXXVI. Obv. Same as XXXIV. 

Rev. DE LACHESNAYE | A | L'ISLE DE | MONTREAL | ON REPENTIGUY. Cop- 
per. Size 29m. R 4. 

Lachenaie, as the name is now more phonetically spelled, is at present a place of 
no importance. There is now only a rude landing, where steamers receive about one 
passenger a week, and half a dozen houses, to mark the spot where this now famous 
bridge afforded hundreds the opportunity of a weekly pilgrimage to the city markets. 

XXXVII. Obdv. cHEvaAt across the field. An ornamental scroll above 
and below. 

Rev. Same as XXXIV. Copper. Size 29. R 4. 

I cannot conceive how a separate ticket was struck for horses, for riding was not 


much indulged in by the Canadian peasantry. Probably they were brought into use 
occasionally when horses were driven to Montreal for sale. 


XXXVIII. Odv. Same as last. 
Rev. Same as XXXV. 
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I should judge that these tickets could be used indiscriminately for crossing either 
bridge in any direction, the different reverses being intended to check the issuers, other- 
wise I cannot imagine why the names of the two villages occur on each token. The 
connecting word om seems to be intended for ou, meaning or. “From Repentiguy or 
Lachesnaye to the Island of Montreal.” 


XXXIX. Obdv. Same as XXXVI. 

Rev. Same as XXXVI. Copper. Size 29m. R 5. 

Every specimen with this reverse that has come within my observation has an arc 
clipped from it, intended no doubt to aid in sorting the tickets at the close of the day’s 
transactions. 


XL. Odv. CHARRETTE across the field ; above, two branches of laurel 
crossed, 

Rev. Same as XXXIV. Copper. Size 29m. R 4. 

Charette. — The old French Canadian conveyance used for every conceivable work, 
carrying them to the parish church on Sunday, or on market day to the city with such 
products of the soil as were available, while on ordinary days it performed the usual 
routine of farm work. 


XLI. Odv. Same as last. 

kev. Same as XXXV. Copper. Size 29m. R 4. 

Repentiguy is a small village opposite the lower end of the Island of Montreal. 
Although so early coming into notice, being one of the two first places numismatically 
mentioned in Canada, it still retains its primitive simplicity, unrelieved by modern civili- 
zation save by the hum of the busy saw mill. Why there should be two bridges so near 
each other, has often puzzled me, but the l’Assumption river, running between the two 
places, may have rendered another necessary. 


XLII. Obdv. Same as XL. 
Rev. Same as XXXVI. Copper. Size 29. R 5. 


These coins, if they serve no other purpose, will retain for a long time with us the 
memory of the fast disappearing Charette, and the now almost extinct Caléche. Of a 
severe shaking in the former, over some rough Lower Canadian country road, or of a 
rocking on the leather stretchers of the latter, up Mountain Hill in Quebec, some of us 
may for a time retain vivid recollections, but such reminiscences will in time fade, and 
only the names remain. 


XLII. Oév. cattcue across the field; above and below a rose with 
two sprigs of rose leaves crossed. 
Rev. Same as XXXIV. Copper. Size 29 m. R 4. 


For a long while I was puzzled to know why one reverse was not sufficient, but 
have now come to the conclusion that they were intended to check the receipts at the 
different ends of the bridges ; in that case we should suppose that there would have 
been four varieties, one for each of the island ends of the bridges ; but I suppose only 
one person was employed at the Montreal side of the stream, necessitating only one 
token for the two. 


XLIV. Odv. Same as last. 
Rev. Same as XXXV. Copper. Size 29m. R 4. 


That a separate token was issued for a Caléche, seems strange, it being like the 
Charette, a one horse and two wheeled vehicle, for at the present day the higher tolls are 
charged by the number of wheels or horses. But in those days a four wheeled carriage 
was unknown, and even at the present day a double team is hardly used by the French 
Canadians. The Ca/éche, being only owned by the wealthy, they could afford to pay 
more, and therefore the separate ticket. 
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XLV. Odv. Same as XLIII. 

Rev. Same as XXXVI. Copper. Size 29m. R 4. 

Why Mr. Sandham should have placed these coins, with one or two others, in a 
group which he calls miscellaneous, when they have direct reference to the Province of 
Quebec, I cannot understand. Probably it was because they were intended as tickets 
rather than coins. 


XLVI. Odv. MONTREAL & LACHINE RAILROAD COMPANY. An _ old-style 
locomotive to the left. 

Rev. THIRD cLass. A beaver to the left, beside a stream, gnawing a 
branch of a tree; behind it is shrubbery and a tree broken off short, with two 
branches remaining. Copper. Size 35m. R 2. 

These tokens had a hole in the centre, by which they were strung on wires when 
taken up by the conductors. They proved inconvenient, and were soon discarded, after 
having been used less than a year. 

XLVII. Ov. Two spades crossed. Below, an anvil with hammer and 
tongs. On the right is a vise, and on the left a scythe. 

Rev. T. S. BROWN & C° | IMPORTERS | OF | HARDWARES | MONTREAL in five 
lines. The s in tmporrers is under the 0 inco. Copper. Size 38m. Rt. 

This token was issued in 1832 or 1833, as a substitute for change. It not only 
proved useful, but became a source of profit to the importer. It also coined a name for 
Mr. Brown, by which he has been familiarly known ever since,— Copper Tommy.” He 
took part in the rebellion of 1837, commanding the rebels at the battle of St. Charles. 
Believing in discretion, even before the first shot was fired he sought safety, and still 
lives to fight, although now almost blind, those battles in which the pen is the more 
congenial weapon. 


XLVIII. Odv. Same as the last. 

Rev. As the last, except that the s is under the c in co. Copper. Size 
28m. Rt. 

The reverse die seems to have given out, and another had to be engraved to com- 
plete the order, as this piece shows a slight crack. 

XLIX. Odv. A scythe and spade crossed over an iron tea-kettle. Be- 
low, a knife and fork crossed; on the right a hand-saw, and on the left a vise. 

Rev. J. SHAW & C° | IMPORTERS | OF | HARDWARES | UPPER TOWN | QUEBEC 
in six lines. Copper. Size 28m. R 2. 

Mr. Shaw was engaged in a very successful hardware business in Quebec, and 
wishing to advertise in the least expensive and most lasting way, in 1837 imported a 


number of coppers. They have indeed proved lasting, for at the present day a specimen 
is occasionally met with in circulation. 


L. Odv. A ship under full sail to the right. 

Rev, R. W. OWEN | MONTREAL | ROPERY in three lines, within a circle of 
twisted ropes. Copper. Size 27m. R 6. 

Owen’s ropewalk was situated in the eastern part of the city, and up to the year 
1840, when it was burned, was in successful operation. When and how many of these 
tokens were issued we can find no record. They are now very scarce, and most of the 
known specimens are in poor condition. 

LI. Odv. TH’ & Ww.“ MOLSON MONTREAL. Within a circle a cask; above, 
BREWERS ; below DISTILLERS .. & & &..; to the left, un; to the right, sov. 

Rev. *« CASH PAID FOR ALL SORTS OF GRAIN * 1837. Within a circle, 
distilling apparatus, consisting of still, vat, cask, &c. Copper. Size 29 m. R 3. 
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I have also in my collection a specimen in silver, size 30, and another in copper, 
size 31, all struck from the same die. The Molsons in those days were the most enter- 
prising firm in Montreal; the founder of the house owned a line of steamers running 
between Montreal and Quebec, almost as soon as steam navigation was invented. 


LII. Odv. comMMERCE TOKEN AA ship under full sail to the right. 

Rev. FRANCIS MULLINS & SON | IMPORTERS | OF | SHIP CHANDLERY | &c. | 
MONTREAL. in six lines. Copper. Size 27. Rt. 

This coin represents a firm that was not consummated. The dies were ordered 
under the anticipation that the son would be admitted as a partner, but some hitch 
prevented. To me this coin is one of the least attractive of the Canadian series. It 
also occurs in drass. 

LIII. Odv. R. SHARPLEY. JEWELLER & WATCHMAKER. MONTREAL. Head 
of Victoria to the left. 

Rev. IMPORTERS | OF | SILVER-WARE | CLOCKS | GASELIERS | BRONZES | CABI- 
NET-WARE | GLASS-WARE | &c &. &. in nine lines. Brass. Size 20m. R 3. 

This token was intended as a card marker. The size, if nothing else, would pre- 
vent its ever entering into circulation. The firm here advertised are still doing business 
in the same line. 

LIV. Odv. MAISON JACQUES CARTIER EX S' ROCH QUEBEC A beaver to 
the right with a leaf or twig in his mouth. 

Rev. UN CENTIN PAYABLE | CHEZ | H. GAGNON & CIE | RUE LA COURONNE| 
S™ ROCH | QUEBEC inscription in six lines, occupying the whole field. Copper. 
Size 27m. Ru. 

The dies of this coin were engraved in New York, and to prevent such customs 
interruption as interfered with the issue of the Devins & Bolton token, were sent on, 
oddly enough, not to Quebec, but to St. Epiphanie, a small village about a hundred and 
fifty miles down the river. The coins were struck there by a tinsmith named Garnet. 
Messrs. H. Gagnon & Co. do an extensive retail dry goods business, and issue these 
tokens to their customers as an inducement for them to return. There are rumors that 
the government intend interfering with their further issue. Having been struck as late 
as November, 1879, we may class this coin as our newest Canadian numismatic treasure. 


LV. Ov. DOMINION OF CANADA PROVINCE OF QUEBEC Laureated head 
of Victoria to the left within a beaded circle. 

Rev. DEVINS & BOLTON. DRUGGISTS MONTREAL. Within a beaded circle, 
USE | DEVINS' | VEGETABLE | -woRM- | PASTILLES | JULY 1= | 1867 in seven lines. 
Copper. Size 30m. R 2. 

This is the first coin issued under the Confederation, in fact bearing the date when 
it was completed. Unfortunately the shipment was seized for infraction of the new 
currency law, or we would have found abundance of these in circulation. Still, enough 
of them leaked out to supply the demands of collectors. 

LVI. Odv. LYMBURNER & BROTHER | GOLD | AND | SILVER PLATERS | 663 | 
CRAIG, STREET | MONTREAL in seven lines. 

Rev. LYMBURNER & FRERE MONTREAL DOREURS ET ARGENTEURS. RUE 
CRAIG inscription in two circles. 663 in centre, radiated. Copper. Size 26 m. 
R 2. 

There are also impressions in tin. This coin was issued by the same firm which 
struck the Pilgrimage medals to Ste. Anne de Beaupre. 

LVII. Ov. COMMERCE BAS CANADA ‘Two maple leaves crossed. 

Rev. J" ROY MONTREAL. UN sou within a wreath. Copper. Size 28 m. R 3. 
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This coin, although not rare, is seldom found in good condition. The relief is low, 
and as it is of Canadian manufacture, care does not seem to have been taken to have it 
struck up well. 

LVIII. Odv. 1. DUSEAMAN BUTCHER * BELLEVILLE An eagle surrounded 
by thirteen stars. An anchor on an oval shield in front. 

Rev. AGRICULTURE & COMMERCE BAS-CANADA. A bouquet consisting of 
rose, thistle, ears of wheat, &c. Copper. Size 28m. R 2. 


This token has been the subject of considerable discussion, as to whether it per- 
tains to the United States or Canada. The reverse is undoubtedly Canadian, and the 
obverse leans nearly as strongly to the other side of the line. It has been claimed as a 
mule piece, but the obverse never occurs with any other reverse. And it is by no means 
scarce, having been frequently found in circulation, so that it has not been struck as a 
rare variety to sell to omnivorous collectors. 

To mix up matters, we find a coin with a bouquet similar to last, and the inscription 
T. D, SEAMAN, BUTCHER, BELLEVILLE. The obverse has a cow to the right and the 
inscription A FRIEND TO THE CONSTITUTION. There is still another piece having the 
same obverse as the above, with a ship and the inscription AGRICULTURE AND CoM- 
MERCE, which inscription is found on all the Canadian wx sow tokens. This has been 
explained thus:— There is a Belleville in New Jersey, where a large copper smelting 
furnace was in operation, and where a number of the dies of the uw sou were prepared, 
and that Duseaman, or D. Seaman, adopted one of the discarded dies as the obverse of his 
token. The coin shows that both dies were badly cracked. In issuing a new token he 
retained the old device of the bouquet, thus confirming this theory. 

R. W. M°LACHLAN. 


DISCOVERY OF PAPAL GOLD COINS AT ROME. 


It has just been learned, that early on a certain morning last summer, a lad engaged in 
repairing the drain of a house in Rome, came upon a quantity of buried coin dating from the 
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, and very rich in value, being gold. The lad at first found only 
a single piece. ‘This he put into his pocket, and when occasion offered he showed it to a gold- 
smith across the way, and agreed to sell it for $4. As the bargain was about to close, the head 
mason and the owner of the house happened to see the transaction, and going across the street 
put an end to it. Further search was made for coin in the same spot, and one hundred and forty- 
two gold pieces were unearthed between the drain and the wall of the house. A quantity of dirt 
which had been taken away from the drain and was on the road in carts to a point outside the 
walls was sent for, and forty-two more pieces were taken out of it, making one hundred and 
eighty-four gold coins of the largest size and as fresh as if they had just been taken from the mint. 
As works of art the pieces have special merit, and well they may, for the greater part of them 
were coined by Alexander VI., Julius I]., Leo X., Clement VII., and Paul III., and hence 
belonged to the great art age. Some of them are said to be of exquisite beauty, and were done 
by artists who seem worthy to stand at the side of Donatello and Cellini. 


THE NIHILIST MEDAL. 


In the October Yournal we mentioned the appearance of a medal, struck by 
Russian Nihilists. Some further information in regard to it has been received. It was 
struck “for the perpetual remembrance of April 2 (14), 1879,” the day on which Solo- 
vieff made his attempt upon the Czar’s life. The medal exhibits on one side a bust of 
the Czar, against whom a revolver is directed, and bears the inscription, “Down with 
autocracy.” On the reverse side is the conventional figure of Liberty, who is handing 
bread and salt to a group of Russian peasant-folk. The inscription runs, “ For Liberty 
and the People.” The oddest thing is that the medal was-distributed for a whole day 
among the lowest order of police, who are seldom able to read. They were informed 
that it was struck in commemoration of the deliverance of the emperor from the hand 
of the assassin. Perhaps the recent attempt on his life may make them more plentiful. 




















AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. [ January, 


TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 
BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


October 3.— A monthly meeting was held this day. The Secretary read the report 
of the last meeting, which was accepted. The President announced donations from Mr, 
George H. Lovett, of New York, of a medal of the Mexican Exposition at Merida, 
Yucatan ; and from the American Numismatic and Archzeological Society, of the Pro- 
ceedings at its twenty-first annual meeting. The Secretary announced donations from 
the Western Pennsylvania Numismatic Society of its medal of the Pittsburgh Exposi- 
tion; and from Mr. Isaac F. Wood, of New York, of several medals of Washington, 
Wayne, Andre, &c. Mr. Marvin stated that he had received for the Society, from Mr. 
Edward Frossard, of Irvington, N. Y., a copy of his Monograph of United States Cents 
and Half-Cents, &c. For all of these the thanks of the Society were voted. Dr. Thayer 
showed a number of ancient Roman and colonial coins from Egypt. Mr. Marvin 
exhibited some Masonic medals. The Society adjourned about 5 P. M. 

November 7.— A monthly meeting was held this day. The Secretary read the 
report of the last meeting, which was accepted. Dr. Fowle showed several medals, 
including a few Masonic, and some ancient coins of Macedon, of Alexander the Great, 
and of ‘‘ Makedonon Protes,” and of Syrus of “ Theon Kabeiron,” all in fine condition. 
Mr. Woodward exhibited various modern coins, including two of Georgia in Asia, and 
several German cities, most of them being in particularly good condition. Mr. Marvin 
exhibited one of the Sears Family Medals from Mr. Farrier’s collection. The Secretary 
showed a copy of M. H. Hoffman’s work on “ Les Monnaies Royales de France,” which 
was much admired. The Society adjourned at 5 P. M. 

W. S. Appleton, Secretary. 





AMERICAN NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF NEW YORK. 


A REGULAR meeting was held at the Society Rooms, No. 30 La Fayette Place, 
November 18, 1879, at 8 o'clock, Vice President Parish presiding. 

After the reading of the minutes of the previous meeting, the Executive Committee 
recommended for Resident Life Membership, J. Otis Woodward, of Albany, N. Y.; for 
Permanent Corresponding Membership, Thomas Warner, of Cohocton, N. Y., Hon. John 
Jay Knox, of Washington, D. C., and Henry W. Henfrey, of London, England; for Cor- 
responding Membership for two years, Rodney A. Mercur, of Towanda, Pa., Edward 
Frossard, of Irvington, N. Y., and Gerald E. Hart, of Montreal, Canada; for Honorary 
Membership, Horatio C. Burchard, of Washington, D., C. 

The Committee recommended the following amendment to the By-Laws: “ That it 
is the duty of each member to contribute to the Society’s collection a copy of each 
paper printed, or coin or medal with the issue of which he may have been connected :” 
and also the propriety of deciding at each meeting the subject to be particularly consid- 
ered at the following meeting. 

Mr. Oliver, Chairman of the Removal Committee, presented his final report, which 
on motion of Mr. Levick was accepted, and the thanks of the Society given to the 
several gentlemen who so generously contributed to defray the expenses. Mr. Wood 
offered the following Resolution, which was unanimously adopted :— 

‘*Our valued friend and fellow laborer, Mr. Edward Groh, having on account of business 
pressures and removal from the city, to our great regret declined a re-election to the office of 
Curator, after many years’ faithful service in that capacity, the Society desires to record its sense of 
obligation to him, not only as the attentive custodian of its cabinets, but also as one who, having 
been a founder of the Society more than twenty-one years ago, has ever since remained singularly 
devoted to its interests and prosperity ; and but for whose determined vigilance during a period of 
trial and embarrassment, several years since, the most valuable portion of our collections would 
probably not be now in our possession, and the Society in consequence might not be occupying 
so flourishing a position as it does to-day. 

‘* Resolved, That a copy of this minute, suitably engrossed, signed on our behalf by the 
President and Secretary, and authenticated with the seal of the Society, be forwarded to Mr. Groh.” 
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Mr. Parish read an obituary notice prepared by him, relating to our late Correspond- 
ing Member, Col. M. I. Cohen. Mr. Lawrence, the Curator, made his report, covering 
a number of donations from various gentlemen. The Librarian stated that he would 
have his report made up as soon as possible, and called the attention of the members to 
the following donations: from Mr. Balmanno, seven volumes Tresor Numismatique et 
Glyptique ; from Mr. Edward Frossard, a copy of his work entitled “Monograph of 
United States Cents and Half Cents;” and volumes from Mrs. Pickering and others. 
On motion of Mr. Dodd, thanks were voted to these donors. 

The Society presented on behalf of Honorary Member W. T. R. Marvin, a bronze 
Schleswig-Holstein Medal, and a paper relating to it. After the reading of the paper, a 
vote of thanks was unanimously passed for his contributions, and the Secretary directed 
to notify him. 

The Medal commemorated two points of interest in the Schleswig-Holstein history, and was 
interesting also as showing the connection of Heraldry with Numismatics. After briefly alluding 
to the early history of the two duchies, the paper mentioned the event commemorated by the 
obverse, which shows King Christian I. of Denmark, entering into a solemn compact with the 
duchies, typified by two female figures ; these characters, standing around an altar, are made 
known by the heraldic bearings on their shields and banners. The legend, in ‘‘ Platt-Dutch,” 
signifies ‘‘ May they be united forever, not as enemies to the King of Denmark.” The reverse 
commemorates the outbreak of the Revolution. in 1848, and bears the same female figures, 
distinguished as on the obverse by their armorial bearings, and uniting to support each other in 
repelling the attack of Denmark, as typified by a wivern or dragon, while in the distance is a ship, 
bearing the flag of Denmark. The legend above, in German, signifies ‘‘We have right and 
justice on our side;” and below, in ‘‘ Platt-Dutch,” is ‘‘ In desperation our sole reliance is on 
ourselves.” The dies were cut by Lorenz. 


After the reading of letters, Mr. I. F. Wood tendered his resignation as Librarian, 
to take effect at the next meeting. He stated it was impossible for him to give the 
duties of the position proper attention, and hoped the members would accept the same. 
On motion of Mr. Betts, the resignation of Mr. Wood was accepted. The Secretary 
exhibited bronze and white metal impressions of a new Masonic, sold at the Fair of the 
Seventh Regiment, to commemorate the laying of the corner stone, of which the 
following is a description :— 

Obverse, Within a wreath of wheat, grape leaves, and olive, (typical of corn, wine and oil,) 
a corner stone, having on its face the square and compasses enclosing the figure 7, and on its top 
three burning tapers. Legend, ARMORY SEVENTH REGT. N. Y. S. N. G. ® CORNER STONE LAID OCT. 
19, 1877 % Reverse, A trophy of colors and military weapons supporting the Arms of the 
Regiment. In the foreground a sword and trowel crossed, on either side of which Masonic 
implements. Legend, on a band, * PRO oPERE AUT BELLO *® (For labor or war.) In exergue, 
(a continuation of the legend on obverse,) BY THE M. W. GRAND LODGE F. A. M. NEW YORK, in 
four lines, the last curving. 

These minutes having been read and approved, on motion adjourned. 

Ws. Potton, Seeretary. 


NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA. 


‘A STATED meeting was held at the Society’s Hall, October 2, President Price in 
the chair. A large number of letters of interest were read, and many donations 
to the library and cabinet received, among which were a series of medals from Mr. Isaac 
F. Wood, of New York city; a Kossuth bank note of ten guiden. The committee 
appointed to prepare the proceedings of the Society for publication, were instructed to 
publish the same at once. Mr. Henry Phillips, Jr., read an essay entitled “ Observations 
upon the worship of the Sun, as it appears upon a Coin of Constantine the Great,” (see 
page 67,) after which the Society adjourned to November. 


The Society held its regular meeting November 6, the President, Hon. Eli K. Price, 
in the chair. A large number of members were present, and much interest was mani- 
fested. The record of donations for the month was read, and many objects of interest 
were exhibited to the Society. Letters were read from various persons on matters 
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pertaining to the organization, and from some accepting membership and entering their 
photographs. The Special Committee appointed to publish the proceedings of the So- 
ciety made a report, which was adopted, and on motion the committee was continued. 
Mr. Henry Phillips, Jr., the Corresponding Secretary, read a report of the workings of 
the Society for the past two years, embracing a synopsis of the essays which had been 
read before it during that period. This report was ordered to be published by the 
Society after the December meeting, and the Secretary was directed to add to it an index 
of all the essays read before the Society since the issue of the last volume of its proceed- 
ings. Dr. D. G. Brinton called to the attention of the Society the alleged discovery of 
an ancient Mexican library in the ruins of Xayi, near Chiapas. The writings were said 
to be on terra-cotta tablets in a language not as yet accurately deciphered. On motion, 
the Corresponding Secretary was instructed to communicate with the members of the 
Society in Mexico to ascertain the truth of the alleged discovery. 

Mr. Charles Hart read a paper on “The Bones of Columbus.” 

Messrs. Brinton, Hart, and Law were appointed a committee to nominate officers 
and committees for the ensuing year. Messrs. Hart, Davis, and Carson were appointed 
to revise the order of business of the Society. After desultory discussions on topics sug- 
gested by the subjects of the evening, the meeting adjourned until December, at which 
time Mr. Francis Jordan, Jr., the Librarian, will read an essay. 


A stated meeting was held December 4, President Price in the chair, with a very 
large attendance of members. Dr. Daniel Brinton made an important communication 
upon the subject of the original mica mines of North Carolina. 


In laying before the Society specimens of the implements used by the aborigines in working 
the mica mines of North Carolina, he briefly referred to the uses of their substances by the North 
American Indians. It was evidently highly esteemed among them as an article of adornment, 
and in the opinion of the learned archeologist, Professor Raw, was even invested with a mysterious 
significance in their superstitious rites. 

In the mounds of Ohio it has been discovered in large quantities, sometimes fifteen to twenty 
bushels in a single mound, which is more remarkable as it is found nowhere in that State in 
natural deposits. All of it was brought from a distance, probably from those North Carolina 
mines of which Dr. Edwards spoke later on in the evening. The mica plates were used to cover 
the bones of the corpse after the fire had charred the remains ; as a sort of pavement around the 
sacrificial altars; and as decorations which the dead might find of use in their spiritual homes. 
To suit the latter purpose the mica was cut into circular, oval, or diamond-shaped patterns, with 
extraordinary precision and neatness, and pierced with a hole so that a number of pieces could be 
strung together. In the celebrated Grave Creek mound, in Western Virginia, one hundred and 
fifty such pieces were found in one spot, all of the same size, oval in shape, about the thickness of 
writing paper, and with a small hole at one end. Evidently they were intended to be strung on a 
cord and formed a belt or sash. 

Sometimes large plates are found, as one in a mound in Circleville, Ohio, which was three feet 
long, eighteen inches wide, and one-half inch thick. It has been believed by some antiquarians 
that such slabs were used as mirrors, and it is true that in certain kinds of mica of sufficient thick- 
ness a faint reflection of the face can be seen. 

Evidently it was an article of considerable commerce among the Indians ; and those of them 
who worked the mines of North Carolina evinced no despicable judgment, in spite of their rude 
implements. The kinds of mica now rejected were then rejected; and when they had mined 
more than they could transport, they hid it in pits. In one of these pits several cart-loads were 
discovered which had been carefully packed and buried there. 


At the conclusion of Dr. Brinton’s remarks Dr. Edwards still further elucidated the 
subject, illustrating it by sheets and pieces of mica and various stone implements of 
very ancient and rude construction, found in the old workings, and a general debate 
ensued, which was participated in by the Society. 

There were exhibited a necklace formed of antique gold coins, belonging to Mr. 
Chandler, and exhumed at Carthage, during his residence at Tunis, all in the finest 
preservation ; also, a fine silver dollar of Iturbide, Emperor of Mexico, 1822. 

The Historiographer announced the death of Dr. J. A. Meigs, a resident member of 
the Society. The following gentlemen were then elected officers for the ensuing year :— 
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President.—Hon. Eli K. Price. Vice-Presidents.—William S. Vaux, William P. Chandler, 
Edwin W. Lehman, Daniel G. Brinton, M. D. Zreasurer.—Henry Phillips, Jr. Recording 
Secretary.—J. Hays Carson. Corresponding Secrelary.—Henry Phillips, Jr. Historiographer.— 
Charles Henry Hart. Curator of Numismatics.—R. Coulton Davis. Curator of Antiquities. — 
Philip Howard Law. Librarian. —Francis Jordan, Jr. 


After miscellaneous business the society adjourned. 


J. Hays Carson, Rec. Sec’y. 


NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF MONTREAL. 

At the annual meeting of this Society there was a full attendance of members. 
The election of officers resulted as follows: Hon. P. J. O. Chauveau, President ; Messrs. 
Edward Murphy and Thomas Craig, Vice Presidents; George A. Holmes, Treasurer; 
William McLennan, Curator; Thomas Jubb, Secretary ; Messrs. H. Mott, Thomas D. 
King, and William McLennan, Editing Committee. During the evening several interest- 
ing articles were exhibited; amongst them being a curiously carved reliquary of the 
Seventeenth Century, by Mr. Edward Murphy; a number of portraits of Canadian 
celebrities, by Mr. John Horn; a funeral medal (in copper) of Mary II., consort of 
William III. of England, by Mr. T. D. King; and a copy of the first edition of Robert 
Bloomfield’s “ Fakenham Ghost,” published in 1806, by Mr. Mott. <A very interesting 
paper was read by Mr. McLennan, on some incidents in the Rebellion of 1837, connected 
with the suicide of the Swiss, Amury Girod. Many manuscripts of Girod’s, and some 
unpublished letters, made the essay full of interest and of value in an historical point of 
view. The reports of the President, Treasurer, and Curator were favorably received, 
showing an increasing interest in the labors of the Society. 


NUMISMATIC SOCIETY IN CHICAGO. 


A NUMBER of gentlemen assembled at the Historical Society rooms, early in 
November last, for the purpose of taking steps to organize a Numismatic Society in 
Chicago. Mr. S. H. Kerfoot was made Chairman, and Mr. A. D. Hagar, Secretary. 
Major Butts, Dr. Briard, and Messrs. Swortfiguer, Pierce, Canfield, Maurer, and others, 
exhibited many rare coins, and furnished much interesting matter for conversation. 

Messrs. Kerfoot, Lindsay, and Pierce were appointed a committee to draft a con- 
stitution and accompanying by-laws to be presented at a subsequent meeting. 

This promises to be the nucleus of an association which may do very much for the 
cause of coin collecting and study. 


NUMISMATIC HISTORY OF THE REFORMATION. 
Editors American Fournal of Numismatics : 
Tue Medals of Luther, Huss, Zwingle, Calvin, and other Reformers, and 
the Coins and Medals of the Jubilees of 1617, 1619, 1630, 1717, 1719, 1730, 
1817, 1819, and 1830, form a large and interesting series, and a list of works 
on the subject may interest some. I give them in order of date. 


Juncker. Vita Mart. Lutheri et Historia Reformationis numis illustrata. Frank- 
fort, 1699. 8vo. 
. Das guldene unde silberne Ehren-Gedachtniss D. Martini LutHeri. 
Frankfort und Leipzig, 1706. 

This is an enlargement of the first. It is an 8vo. volume of 562 pages, with por- 
traits and cuts of coins and medals. It is a curious and interesting work and worthy 
of a place in every Numismatic library. 


Kettner. Kirchen und Reformations Historie des Kaiserl. freyen weltl. Stifts 
Quedlinburg, mit Miinzen. 1710. 4to. 
VOL. XIV. 
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Wurrzer. Medaille auf das andere Lutherische Jubelfest, samt derselben Erk- 
larung. 1717. 4to. 

CypriANi. Hilaria Evangelica. 1719. Folio. 

This is what Dibdin would call a “ Thundering folio.” The first part contains the 
official proclamation; the second, the orations and programmes of the jubilees, and the 
third part is Schlegel’s Ebenezer, with descriptions of the coins and medals of the 
Second Jubilee, 1717. 

WernsporFF. Evangelische Jubel-miintze mit ihrem Bild und Ueberschrift. 
1719. 4to. 

GLEICHMANN. Historische Nachricht von EvangelischLutherischen Reforma- 
tions ; und Jubel-Medaillen. 1730. 4to. 

ERGEDAGINIS, de goude en zilvere, van D, Mart. Luther. 1734. 8vo. 

Lesser. Besondere Munzen. 1739. 

BIDERMANN. De numis, rei monitariae reformatae testibus. 1764. 4to. 

Auszuc. Eilfertiger, ein und anderer, mehrentheils zur Illustration der Reforma- 
tions historie dienlicher, Kais. Kénigl. Schwed. Dan. Preussischer und Reichsstadtischer 
Medaillen, Ducaten und Thalerstucke. 1766. 8vo. 

KreussLer. Dr. Martin Luther's Andenken in Miinzen. 1818. 


E. W. Hotway. 





Decorah, lowa. 





COIN SALES. 


THE number of Coin Sales is unabated ; indeed it is rather on the increase, and we might fill several 
pages of the Yournal with notices of the various collections which have been recently offered, but must 
confine our remarks to a simple reference to the different sales and the most interesting pieces. 


THE PRATT COLLECTION. 

The sale of the Pratt Collection, which we mentioned in the last number of the Fonrnal, was in 
some respects among the most interesting that have taken place for many years. Seldom have so many 
gold coins, possessing such rarity, or in such fine condition, been offered in our auction rooms. In addi- 
tion to the gold, there were a great many fine coins and medals in silver and bronze, both foreign and 
American. The Catalogue we referred to in a previous notice. A few of the prices only can be given :— 
Gop: Noble of Henry V., $15.; Sovereign of Elizabeth, 11.; do Cromwell, 1656, 14.50; Five-pound 
piece, William and Mary, 1692, 36.; U.S. Eagle, ’95, v. f. 15.25; do. '96, 15.75; do. ‘97, small eagle, 
ex. r. 23.; °98, four stars facing, 21.: Half Eagle, ’96, 13.; '25, sp. pr. 10.; '26, do. 9.50; Quarter Eagle, 
‘97, of highest rarity, and v. g. 9.; Castorland piece, said to be unique in this metal, 24.50; Five Moidore 
piece, John V. of Portugal, 30.; Doubloon of Philip V. of Spain, 17.60; Japanese Oban, 50. SILVER: 
Crown of Elizabeth, 5.75; Libera Soror Medal, 11.; Dollars, ‘95, flowing hair, v. f. 6.; do. fillet head, 
17.; °36, flying eagle, 14.; Half Dollar, 1801, ** superb,” 36.; Quarter Dollar. ‘96, * finest ever met 
with,” 28.; Proof sets, 1840, 6 pieces, 39. ; 58) 55-5 77. 10.60. Cents, 93, rare variety, 12.; 94, large 
planchet, 27. ; °96, fillet head, from Nichols hoard, 22.50; °97,22.; 1804, 10.; 6,9 10. Half Cents, '95, 
uncir. thick planchet, 8.60; do. thin do. 4.75. Miscellaneous. Rare Canadian piece on fisheries, 4.75 ; 
Newfoundland Temperance Medal, unknown to Sandham, 3.55; Set of Trade Dollars, 1873, 6 pes, 26 ; 
Pine tree Shilling, small planchet, 1652, 6.; Oak tree do. 9.25; Pine tree Sixpence, v. f. 9.; French 
Colonial, ‘‘Non Vilius Aureo,” 11.50. Washingtons, Cent, ’92, size 23, 27.50; Apollo Garden, 4.10; 
Davis dies, size 21, 5. Fractional Currency generally brought very good prices, much of it one hundred 
per cent on its face value. 25 cent piece, Fessenden head, fifth series, numerals in white, 10.; 15 Cents, 
heads of Grant, green back, auto. signatures, 5.50. Many Indian antiquities and relics of the Stone age 
at moderate prices. The sale as a whole was very successful. 

FROSSARD’S SALES. 

We mentioned one in the last number as having taken place Sept. 26th, ultimo. The pieces offered 
brought, in general, satisfactory prices. A Dollar of 1794, a weak impression, sold for 30. ; one of 1838, 
brilliant proof, flying eagle, 45.; one of °39, similar, fine and very rare, 29.; ‘51, br. pr. 42.; ’52, do. 
44.25. Proof set, 1858, 7 pieces, 55.25; Half Dollars, 1796, fifteen stars, 45.; ’97, almost fine, p32: 
1802, 9.25; °15, 8.25; '52, v. f. 8.75. Twenty Cent piece, 1877. proof, 5.50. Cents, '95, 8.50; ‘96, Lib- 
erty’cap, fine, 6.50; '99, good, 10.60. There were quite a number of Masonics, of some of which a plate 
was given; these brought very good prices, generally. One of Franklin, struck by the Lodge of the Nine 
Muses, 1783, (Marvin LVIII,) sold for 16.50, and immediately after at private sale it was taken, we hear, 
for Mr. Poillon’s fine collection at a considerable advance. One of Martin Folkes, said to have been cut 
by Hamerani, the die cutter of the Papal Mint, which is rather curious, from the opposion of the Roman 
See to Masonry, brought 4.63 though only fair. A similar piece in the Anthon Sale, a few weeks later, 
in uncirculated condition, sold for 2.13. It has been said by some foreign numismatists, that only three 
of mite | povores were struck before: the dies broke. We know of four or five, but the medal is doubtless 
scarce, if not rare. 
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November 7, Messrs. Bangs & Co. sold a small collection of coins and medals, nearly all American, 
the catalogue of which, (28 pages.) was prepared by Mr. E. Frossard. There were quite a number of 
Canada tokens, including several of the Bridge pieces, but the prices generally were low, and not very 
satisfactory. 1 

ROBINSON COLLECTION. 

Mr. Woodward's Twenty-fourth Sale took place in Boston, Oct. 15 and 16, when he offered the 
collection of Mr. John Robinson, of Salem, the Catalogue containing 44 pages and 1,133 lots, and the 
usual variety of coins, medals, &c., with many valuable Numismatic books, Coin Catalogues, &c., and 
several pieces of Fractional Currency. A Dollar of 1836, flying eagle, somewhat injured, brought 7 ; 
Half Dollar of 1801, v. g. 9.50; another, 1815, 10.25. Varieties of ‘93 Cents. in very fine condition, 
from 5. to 6.80; 1800 over 1799, v. r. and uncir. 15.; 1804, v. f. 13.; 1812, 9. Half Cent of ‘96, from 
the Edwards dies, 5. Proof set of ’57, seven pieces, sold for 29; one of ’58 for 50. 


HASELTINE’S SALES. 

October 22 and 23, Messrs. Bangs & Co. sold in New York an interesting collection of United 
States and foreign Coins, silver Centennials, and a classified series of old East India coins. The cata- 
logue, 32 pp. contained 1,022 lots, and was prepared by Mr. John W. Haseltine, of Philadelphia. One 
of the Confederate cents, in #éckel, of which Mr. Lovett guaranteed that only twelve were struck, sold for 
16.25. Washington Cent, ‘g1, large eagle, pr. v. r. 4.75; do. small eagle, r. 6.25. Half Dime 1802, very 
poor, but guaranteed genuine, 20; 1805, v. g. 6.50. Quarter, ‘96, v. g. 7.75. Half Dollar, ‘94. good for 
date, 8.00; °15, v. f. g. Dollar, *36, br. pr. Gobrecht flying eagle, 12.10; °39, proof, flying eagle, 38.25 ; 
78, Barber pattern, br. pr. 10. Franklin medal, 1777, ‘* Non irrita fulmen curat,” bronze. 9.50. 

November 28 and 29, Messrs. Bangs & Co. sold another collection of United States and foreign 
pieces, centennial curiosities, &c., catalogued by Mr. Haseltine, of Philadelphia, (36 pp. 1031 lots.) The 
description of varieties of the Dollars and Half Dollars was carried out with more minuteness than we 
have noticed in any other sale that has yet taken place,—in accordance with a forth-coming volume on 
the types and varieties of American silver, in preparation by Messrs. Haseltine and Randall, of Philadel- 
phia. We can mention only those bringing upwards of $5.00. Dollars, ‘98, 13 stars, small eagle, 
(H. & R. 1,) 5.25; °99, § stars facing, (H. & R. 23,) 5.25; 1857, bril. proof, 7. Half Dollars, ‘94, (H. 
& R. 1,) 6.50; "15, (H. & R. 1,) 7; °52, Phila. mint, (H. & R. 1,) 6.25; do. (H. & R. 2,) 4.30. Quarter, 
*53, no arrows, 5.80. Zwenty Cents, 77, br. pr. 6. Commune Five Franc, trident m. m. 5.60; a ** Non 
Vilus Aureo” in this sale brought only 2.05. A ‘99 Cent, guaranteed genuine, good for date, 13.25; 
another, 7. Half Cent of ’96, fair, 10.10. 

THE ANTHON CABINET. 

This sale had been looked for with considerable interest from the known value of the collection, the 
numismatic attainments of the owner, and also from the fact that it was the first of a series of sales con- 
templated by Dr. Anthon, to take place at intervals of about one re. each one to be devoted to a specific 
department. This embraced the Coins and Medals of the British Empire and its Oriental dependencies. 
The second, to take place in the autumn of 1880, will consist of French, Belgian, Swiss, Spanish, Portu- 
guese, and Italian coins and medals, to be followed in succeeding autumns by three others, in accordance 
with a plan announced in his preface. Should Dr. Anthon live to complete his arrangements the series of 
catalogues avill become a standard of reference for future American collectors, like that of Wellenheim, 
and others on the continent. The descriptions of pieces were full but not diffuse, and the sale was in 
most respects a success. There were 950 lots, and the catalogue contained 62 pages. We have space for 
but a few quotations of the prices, as the number which might be mentioned would far overrun our limits. 
A silver penny of William Rufus sold for 6.50. Gold Rose Noble of Edward III., v. r. and f., 14.50; 
gold angel of Henry VII. 8.25; Sovereign, Edward VI. (1551.) 25; ome of Mary, (1553.) 32; Half 
Sovereign, Elizabeth, (1594-6,) 9.25; Rose Rial, James I. (1605.) 14; Charles I. Silver pound, (1642.) 
35; Half pound do. 17; Oxford crown, (? counterfeit) 10; Cromwell, crown, (1658,) br. pr. 22; several 
silver medals of the times of the Stewarts, 16 to 20; one on the accession of George I. (1714.) 12. 
** Peel Castle Token” for Five Shillings, proof, v. r. 7. Coronation medal, George III. gold, 30; Cruik- 
stone Dollar of Darnley and Mary, 16.75; crown of James VIII. Pretender, 25. White’s Brass Farthing, 
Halifax, (Sandham 24, supplement,) 10, and many others. The sale took place November 17 and 18, at 
the rooms of Messrs. Bangs & Co., New York, and the catalogues are already scarce. 


RILEY COLLECTION. 

December 1-3, Messrs. Bangs & Co. sold the Riley Collection in New York, one of the last sales 

with which the veteran dealer, Mr. Cogan, will be connected. The catalogue, 66 pages, contained 1318 
lots, a large proportion of medals, and the usual varieties of coins. Some of the more interesting pieces 
sold as follows: — Thaler of John III. of Poland, 1685, 6.50; Chinese dollar, head facing, v. r. 11.50; 
Crown of Cromwell, head to left, 19; Medal of Vladislav V. of Poland, about 1636, silver, size 50, 25.50; 
an 1804 Cent, ‘ by far the best Cent I have ever known to be offered,” 205.; one of 1823, v. f. 21.50. 

SCOTT'S SALE. 

Messrs. Scott & Co. sold through the Messrs. Leavitt of New York, on the 9th and 1oth of Decem- 

ber a collection of American and foreign coins and medals. The Catalogue, 26 pages, contained 785 
lots. A ‘94 Dollar, plugged, but good for date, brought $27; °58, br. pr. 54.; Half Dollar, 1801, v. r. 
11.; Quarter, 1823; original, 77.50; Dime, 1811, 9.; Half Dime, 94, uncir. and v. r. 12.70; Cents. '93, 
flowing hair, fine, 10.50; another, stars and bars 1n edge, 8.; ‘96, ** Knot or tie,” 10.25; ‘99, better than 
usual, 16.; 1811, 8.25; Half Cent, ’95, thick planchet, lettered edge, fine, 6.50. Sundries. Immune 
Columbia, 27.; Non vi virtute vici, 30.; Baltimore Town piece, Threepence, silver, v. g. 8.75. 
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ENGLISH SALE. 

The collection of early British, Anglo-Saxon, and English coins of General William Yorke Moore 
were lately sold in London. Among the prices, which were unusually high, we note the highest : — 
Cunobeline, on the reverse a cow resting upon her haunches against a tree, £45 tos. Baldred, a king of 
Kent, £69; Coernwof II., diadem bust to right. reverse, two seated figures holding a globe, a Niger 5 
standing at the back, £81; and Charles II., the celebrated Petition Crown, by Thomas Simon, £86. 
The total of the sale was £2,087 6s 6d. 


We should be glad to allude to other recent sales, — that of the Messrs. Chapman, which contained 
some very choice pieces, Mr. Woodward's sale of the Gertz, Pecker and other collections, Mr. Harzfeld’s 
Philadelphia sale, and others announced, but the crowded state of our pages forbid us to do so in the 
present number. 

















EDITORIAL. 


Our readers will doubtless have noticed the large number of Coin Sales which have been 
chronicled in the Yournal for the year just closed. It far exceeds that of any other year in our 
history, and must be encouraging to the dealers. We hear of several others in preparation. Mr. 
Woodward, Mr. Harzfeld, and Mr. Frossard are all hard at work preparing Catalogues. 

A.uminium is the lightest of metals in use ; it is about one-fourth as heavy as silver, which it 
very much resembles. It does not tarnish by the action of sulphur fumes, and some other 
corrosive substances as silver does. We hear that a Boston gentleman, well known among numis- 
matists, has discovered how to electro-plate with this metal. 

We would call the attention of our readers interested in Art and Antiquarian matters to 
several pages of new advertisements in the present number, which will appeal to their tastes. 
Magazines devoted to Art have rapidly increased lately, and are apparently well supported, and 
several of them certainly are well conducted. 

Tue American ANTIQUARIAN is a valuable quarterly magazine, and is the only periodical of 
the kind on the continent. Its articles have been exceedingly interesting, and the illustrations 
add greatly to its value. The new Magazine, ‘‘TuHe American Art Review,” edited by Prof. 
Koehler, aided by Messrs. William C. Prime and Charles C. Perkins, starts under most favorable 
auspices, with a strong list of contributors. Its engravings and etchings are in the best style. 














Tue retirement of Mr. Epwarp Coean from active participation in business, will be a cause 
of regret to all the lovers of numismatics. His long experience as a coin dealer has made his 
name familiar to every collector. His labors in preparing catalogues of collections for sale, and 
the conscientious manner in which he has performed this duty, his accurate judgment as regards 
the rarity or condition of the pieces he has handled, and the fidelity with which he has attended 
to the commissions placed in his care, have made him hosts of friends everywhere, who have 
relied implicitly upon him. The pleasant memories of our own connection with him will long 
remain; and his hearty, genial ways will not be forgotten by those who have met him in the 
auction room or at his office in Brooklyn. He intends hereafter to reside in Philadelphia. His 
son will continue his father’s business; and we hope that the success attending the elder may 
crown the efforts of the younger representative of the name. Cc, 


We are under obligations to Mr. Adolph Weyl, of Berlin, Germany, for kindly sending us 
his catalogues of coins and medals. 




















CURRENCY. 


Rrapy money is a ready medicine. 

Love can do much, —silver can do all. 

One penny after another builds the house. 

WELLt is the half-penny spent that saves a penny. 

Love, the cough, smoke and money, cannot long be hidden. 
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